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The Rector’s Page

Dear Friends,
Trumped?

Romans 8: 38 “For I am convinced….”

I wonder what first comes to your mind if I mention the word
“Trump”? Almost certainly, the President of the USA. But it was not
always so. In card games, the trump card is the one that caps all others.
No matter how strong another players hand of cards might seem, the
holder of the trump card can cap them all! Is there a “trump card” in the
Christian faith? One that settles the matter of faith in God in whom we
place our confidence? A truth which stands strong and resilient against
all the “isms”, “ology’s” and unbelief that set themselves up against it?
For me, the trump card is the resurrection. The Christian faith stands or
falls on the truth of the resurrection. Had Christ not been raised, the
Christian faith would never have lasted beyond the Jesus’ own
generation. It would have been still born. But as Paul asserted in
1 Corinthians 15:20 “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.” And
the One who defeated death can overcome everything that causes death,
- including a virus. And so, we confidently assert: “Christ is risen. He is
risen indeed, Alleluia!”

I wonder how the last few months have been for you. I do hope that you
are keeping safe and well, and that the gradual easing of lock-down is
working out okay for you and that the future looks   positive to you. It
has been good to have been able to open the Church for private prayer
and for a weekly service recently. Some people feel confident to come
to Church, but I quite understand that some feel it best not to come in
person yet. I hope that you are able to join with us in the recording of
the services we are sending out each week. If you are not receiving
them and would like to do so, please do give me your   e mail address
and I will ensure that you get them. Additionally, you might like to join
one of the “zoom” Bible studies that we are having each week on
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.
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In one of the best known and loved parts of the Bible,

1 Corinthians Chapter 13, Saint Paul says that the greatest three things are
faith, hope and love. In times of difficulty or disappointment, fear and
uncertainty, it's easy to lose sight of our grip on these three priorities. And
yet it's precisely at such times that we need them the most!  Is there a way
to hold onto these qualities and to increase in them? The first name for the
Church was people who followed "The Way". And the way was not a
philosophy or a track so much as a person. Jesus, who described Himself
as "The Way, the Truth and The Life."  I have found Jesus' life and
teaching the most dependable source of inspiration and strength, leading
me through times of sadness and difficulty and on to future life beyond
those things and even in those occasions. Particularly, for example,
following the death of two parents in the last year. Neither death,- nor
viruses,- can ultimately separate us from God's love. Maybe you read the
Bible. Maybe not. But how about taking a couple of hours sometime soon
to read one of the Gospel records of Jesus' life? It could be one of the best
two hours you have ever spent! There I believe you can find faith that is
reliable, hope that is certain and love that embraces you, even at a time of
social distancing! Perhaps a touch or hug is the thing you miss most these
days. God's embrace can be tangible. I pray that you will feel that love
right now in any way you need.

Many of you will have known Roy Evans, a much loved member of our
Church who died in May. Julie, his widow, asked that I pass on this mes-
sage to our fellowship:

"Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards, flowers and
messages of sympathy I received when Roy passed away. It was so com-
forting. A big thank you also to everyone who came out to say farewell to
Roy. I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and respect for him.
Roy would have been so grateful and proud. There will be a memorial
service for him later in the year whenever we are able to hold one. God
bless you all.  Julie Evans."

Every blessing.

Yours friend,   Richard.
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Services At St Margaret’s

During August/September The Diocese are live streaming at 10am each
Sunday a service which you can join live. Details as follows:

   https://www.coventry.anglican.org/news/summer-soaring-online-
services.php

If you are not able to join with us actually in St. Margarets Church at
10am on a Sunday this resource / opportunity may be a help to you?
We will continue to try to record and send the 10am service from St.
Margarets each Sunday . That will mean you have the options of:

 Attending St. Margarets in person at 10am on a Sunday if it is advisable
for you to do so. This will be followed by socially distanced refreshments
in the Rectory Garden. (Please bring your own flask etc.). You may want
to wear a mask in Church but it's not mandatory.

OR: -Tuning into the Diocesan service at 10am any Sunday in August /
September.

AND / OR:  Joining with the service at St. Margarets by playing the re-
cording of the service later in the day on a Sunday or any time that suits
you.

Peace and blessings on you,  Richard.

              *****************************************

History books will inevitably tell the story of a virus that swept the world
in 2020. But it is up to us what that story will look like. Either… the
story of a virus that … showed up the weakness, selfishness and frailty of
people… or how people responded with their best, how the virus was a
medical but not a social tragedy.  –
Canon Will Hughes, Vicar of Petersfield, Portsmouth Diocese.
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Infectious disease outbreaks, like the current Coronavirus (Covid 19), can
be scary and can affect ourmental health. This is true within the Church
context. However often we think that our faith should  get us through
alone. But the reality is, we are all human and subject to both physical and
mental illhealth. This is true of congregations and of ministers. It is easy
to be so busy looking after others’needs that we forget our own!
This guidance aims to help ministers and others who are offering pastoral
support to better understand the sorts of mental health and wellbeing
issues that individuals within their communities might be experiencing
and offer support; and for us all to be aware of our mental health and
wellbeing and the need to try to stay both physically and mentally well at
this time. Here are some tips based on ones the Mental Health  Foundation
has produced that will help clergy, pastoral teams,and other members of
the church and community to look after your mental health at a time when
there is much discussion of potential threats to our  physical health.

1. Try to avoid speculation and look up reputable sources on the
outbreak

• Rumour and speculation can fuel anxiety. Having access to good
quality information aboutthe virus can help you feel more in control.

• You can get up-to-date information and advice on the virus here:
Gov.uk. alternatively, if you can’t access the internet, ask a trusted friend
to look for you.

2. Follow the Government advice on staying safe

• Follow hygiene advice such as washing your hands more often than usu-
al, for 20 seconds with soap and hot water (sing ‘happy birthday’ to your-
self twice to make sure you do this for 20 seconds). You should do this
whenever you get home or into work, blow your nose, sneeze or cough,
eat or handle food. If you can’t wash your hands straightaway, use
handsanitiser and then wash them at the next opportunity.

Guidance on Mental Health and
Wellbeing and Coronavirus
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 You should also use tissues if you sneeze and make sure you dispose of
them quickly; and stay at home if you are feeling unwell.

• Follow appropriate advice on social distancing and self-isolation

3. Try to stay connected

• At times of stress, we work better in company and with support. Try
and keep in touch with your friends and family or contact a helpline for
emotional support.

.It is a good idea to stick to your daily routine. You may also like to focus
on the things you can do if you feel able to: stress management keep
active eat a balanced diet

• Stay in touch with friends on social media but try not to sensationalise
things. If you are sharing content, use this from trusted sources, and
remember that your friends might be worried too.

4. Talk to your children

• Involving our family and children in our plans for good health is
essential. We need be alert to and ask children what they have heard
about the outbreak and support them, without causing them alarm.

• We need to minimise the negative impact it has on our children and
explain the facts to them. Discuss the news with them but try and avoid
over-exposure to coverage of the virus. Be as truthful as possible.

• Let’s not avoid the ‘scary topic’ but engage in a way that is appropriate
for them. We have more advice on talking with your children about world
news.

5. Try to anticipate distress

• It is normal to feel vulnerable and overwhelmed as we read news about
the outbreak, especially if you have experienced trauma or a mental
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health problem in the past, or if you have a long-term physical health
condition that makes you more vulnerable to the effects of the
coronavirus.

• It’s important to acknowledge these feelings and remind each other to
look after our physical and mental health. We should also be aware of and
avoid increasing habits that may not be helpful in the long term, like
smoking and drinking.

• Try and reassure people you know who may be worried and check in
with people who you know are living alone.

6. Try not to make assumptions

• Don’t judge people and avoid jumping to conclusions about who is
responsible for the spread of the disease. The Coronavirus can affect
anyone, regardless of gender, ethnicity or sex.

7. Try to manage how you follow the outbreak in the media

• There is extensive news coverage about the outbreak. If you find that the
news is causing you huge stress, it’s important to find a balance.

• It’s best that you don’t avoid all news and that you keep informing and
educating yourself, but limit your news intake if it is bothering you.

8. How should people deal with being in self-isolation or in quarantine?

• If there's a chance you could have coronavirus, you may be asked to stay
away from other people (self-isolate).

• For people that are in self-isolation or are in quarantine, this may seem
like a daunting prospect. It will help to try and see it as a different period
of time in your life, and not necessarily a bad one, even if you didn’t
choose it.

• It will mean a different rhythm of life, a chance to be in touch with oth-
ers in different ways than usual. Be in touch with other people  regularly
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on social media, e-mail or on the phone, as they are still good ways of
being close to the people who matter to you.
• Create a daily routine that prioritises looking after yourself. You could
try reading more or watching movies, having an exercise routine, trying
new relaxation techniques, or findingnew knowledge on the internet. Try
and rest and view this as a new if unusual experience, that might have its
benefits.

• Make sure your wider health needs are being looked after such as having
enough prescription medicines available to you.

9. Responding to those with mental illness issues

• Churches often become aware of individuals who are experiencing men-
tal ill health and who need specialist help and support. Ensure you have
contact details for the relevant NHS mental health providers, the
Samaritans and any other specialist local support services that may be
relevant. Ensure those who are offering pastoral care are aware of not
going beyond their remit and expertise in offering advice and support, and
to recognise when to ask for help in dealing with an individual.

10. Looking after your spiritual health

• It is important to look after your spiritual health as well as your physical
and mental health.This is as important for clergy as lay people in these
challenging times, when the danger is to be so busy looking after
everyone else’s spiritual needs that we may forget our own. Find ways to
pray, read the Bible, talk to other Christians maybe by phone. Your
church may have a pastoral visiting team who can keep in touch and sup-
port you. Maybe you could buddy with someone as a prayer partner etc.
Some churches will be offering services over the internet. There are re-
sources available of the Church of England website for daily prayer and
other spiritual support.

• You may find it helpful to memorise a verse or passage of scripture that
you can use when you fell anxious, such as:- Psalm 121,Matthew 28 v20
or Psalm 23
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Dr Ruth Bancewicz is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday
Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge, and a member of Chris-
tians in Science.

How can a Christian be a scientist?
I used to ask this question as a student. I
wondered what it was like to have a career in
science, and how being a Christian might
make a difference. Eventually I met a good
number of successful scientists who were
sincere Christians, and I learned that science
and faith are a great combination. Dr Francis
Collins, former Director of the project to decode the whole of human
DNA, wrote that it is “possible for the scientist-believer to be intellec-
tually fulfilled and spiritually alive, both worshipping God and using
the tools of science to uncover some of the awesome mysteries of His
creation.” So, what do people like this make of the opportunities and
challenges of a life in science?

Although our beliefs may affect what we notice about the world and
how we interpret our data, they don’t affect the outcome of the ex-
periments themselves. If a Muslim and a Christian drop the same ball
from the same height under identical conditions, it will fall at the
same speed. This means that a scientist can be respected by her col-
leagues for doing good work, regardless of what she believes and
what her colleagues think of her world view.

Science is an exercise in observing and measuring things, and coming
up with general principles about the way things are. The world has
been declared by God to be ‘very good’ (see chapter one and two of
Genesis), and exploring it is a way to express our gratitude to Him.
Scientific discoveries can also bring a sense of awe and wonder that
feeds into our worship.
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Some people don’t want to get involved in certain lines of research
because of ethical concerns. On the other hand, there are many issues
that make Christians want to get stuck into new research that will
help care for people and the rest of creation, such as medical research,
ecology or developing appropriate technologies.

Organisations such as Christians in Science and the Faraday Institute
gather together scientists who are also people of faith, and others who
are interested in the subject. They come from a wide range of back-
grounds, and express their beliefs in a variety of different ways. What
they have in common is the conviction that you don’t have to choose
between science and God. As the young people in our churches
prepare to return to their studies, online if not in person, let’s
encourage them that science (along with many other fields) is a great
way to serve God.

           *******************************************************
Feel the tug

Have you ever wondered how you can be certain about who and what God
really is?  One Christian put it this way: “I’m reminded of the story of the
little boy who was out flying a kite. The wind was brisk and large billow-
ing clouds were blowing across the sky. The kite went up and up until it
was entirely hidden by the clouds. Then a man came by and asked the little
boy what he was doing, staring up at an empty sky. “I’m flying my kite,”
he replied
The man replied: “What kite? How can you be sure it is still there? You
can’t see a thing.”
The little boy agreed that he could see nothing, “but every little while I
feel a tug, so I know for sure that it is still up there and is connected to
me!”
When it comes to God, you don’t need to take anyone else’s word for it.
You can find Him for yourself by inviting Jesus Christ into your life. Then
you too will know by the warm wonderful tug on your heartstrings that
though you can’t see Him, He is up there, and that He lives in you. You
are connected!
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Monday 31st August

          Claire Cox and Blake Douglas Willis

Flower Girls-

Florence Hampson and Lucy Hampson

Readers-

Teresa Taylor, Sarah Willis,

And

Florence Hampson

Readings-

Colossians 3:12-17;

Extract from Captain Corelli's Mandolin

by Louis de Bernieres;

Extract from Winnie- The-Pooh by A.A. Milne
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so let me record the decisions I believe we made. Since all of us have to
sleep far apart at the centre, I am prepared to spend the nights at a local
hotel. By chance, I have found that there is a four star one only a few
miles away, so I have booked myself in.

As the dining area in the youth centre may be cramped, I am also
willing to have dinner each evening at the hotel, thereby creating more
space for the rest of you. An additional sadness is that, since breakfast
at the hotel is not served until 8am, I will not be able to join you either
for your pre-breakfast dip in the nearby stream. It would be grossly
unfair to expect you to pack lunch for me, so I will arrange for the hotel
to provide me with a picnic hamper for one which I can have while you
all enjoy your cheese and pickle sandwiches.

I think it will be an excellent learning experience if you prepare all the
teaching sessions yourself, but be assured that I will always be on hand
to give the advice of experience. That large armchair near the fire in the
common room seems to be the best place for me to sit, so I can keep an
eye on proceedings, while I take on the responsibilities for stoking the
fire. This reminds me; do make sure that the young people are
encouraged to saw enough logs each morning for me to fulfil my obli-
gations.

Naturally, my arthritis will prevent me being able to accompany you on
your afternoon hikes, but I will cheerfully park my car wherever you
leave the minibus, to provide a second vehicle in case of emergencies.

The Rectory

St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren

I think your idea for both our Confirmation
groups getting together for a weekend away –
socially distanced, of course – was excellent
and our meeting last week drew most of the
plans together. We didn’t take any minutes,
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 I do not mind in the least waiting all those long hours until you get
back; I have already found an attractive tea shop in the village.

I am fully aware that not sleeping or dining at the centre, not being
responsible for preparing the teaching, nor being involved on the
walks will mean that my contributions will be ever so slightly  limited,
but these are sacrifices I gladly make in order to give you further
experience in your ministerial career.

Your loving uncle,  Eustace

                        *****************************
As Party Conference season begins and the US Presidential

election draws closer:

Are politicians the oldest profession?
A surgeon, an architect and a politician were arguing as to whose profes-
sion was the oldest.  Said the surgeon: “Eve was made from Adam’s rib,
and that surely was a surgical operation.”,“Maybe,” admitted the archi-
tect, “but prior to that, order was created out of chaos, and that was an
architectural job.” “But,” the politician pointed out in triumph, “some-
body had to have created the chaos in the first place

 Decide
Politician to aide: “About their charge that I’m indecisive – do you think
I should answer it, or let it go, or answer it in part, or what?”

  Old
Old politicians never die. They just run once too often.

Straightforward
Admirer to political candidate:  Great speech sir! I really like the
straightforward way you dodged the issues.

   Public office
If you want to find out what’s wrong with a man, elect him to public
office.
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In this series we are looking at God  , In June we considered Does God
Exist and  last  month we looked at  wether the existance of God could
be proven theis month we consider ;-

“How does the cosmological argument support
the existence of God?”

In his "The Fundamental Question of Metaphysics," Martin Heidegger
asks the primary question in philosophy, which is: Why do we have
something rather than nothing at all? The question may seem abstract at
first, but the essential issues Heidegger raises are ones that we all will
wrestle with at some point. Why are we here and where has everything
that we know come from?

It should first be pointed out that the atheist and the theist both believe
in the eternal. As succinctly pointed out by the great theologian
Jonathan Edwards, you must go back to something that is eternal be-
cause, as Edwards put it,

• Something exists

• You don't get something from nothing

• Therefore, a necessary and eternal 'something' must exist

The atheist claims that the eternal 'something' is the natural universe;
whereas the theist says an eternal Creator brought everything we know
into existence. The question then becomes, which possibility is
supported by the best evidence?

Scientists are unequivocal in their response that the universe we know
and live in is not eternal. Every intellectually honest drop of evidence
points to the fact that the universe – at some point in the past –
expanded out of nothing into what we know today.
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Anything that has a beginning (such as our universe) cannot be eternal
and therefore must have a cause beyond and/or behind it. The Scottish
skeptic David Hume admitted as much when he wrote, "I never assert-
ed so absurd a proposition as that anything might arise without a
cause." This truth can be put into the following series of logical
statements:

• Everything that begins to exist must have a cause

• The universe began to exist

• Therefore, the universe had a cause

Because there are only two, eternal 'somethings' that are possible – the
universe and a Creator – and one of them has been ruled out by all the
evidence we have, a reasonable conclusion is that an eternal Creator is
the cause for why we have something rather than nothing at all. This
line of argumentation is often called the cosmological argument for the
existence of God.

However, critics have tried to attack this argument in two general, phil-
osophical ways. The first has been through asking the question, "If
everything needs a cause, then who caused God?" The British skeptic,
Bertrand Russell (influenced by philosopher J. S. Mill), tried to argue
against the cosmological argument in just such a fashion. However,
both Russell and Mill commit two errors when they attempt to undo the
cosmological argument. First, they commit the logical error of a
category mistake – you cannot cause the uncaused or create the uncre-
ated. Second, the cosmological argument does not say that everything
needs a cause, but only those things that have a beginning. God, who
has no beginning and is uncaused, needs no cause.

The second attack on the cosmological argument has come from atheis-
tic scientists who have proposed other possible causes for our universe.
The two main options put forth are the multi-verse (multiple universes)
hypothesis and the quantum mechanics theory that purports things can
arise and come into existence without a cause.
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Vilenkin theorem has scientifically proven that that even if our universe
is just a tiny part of a so-called "multiverse" composed of many
universes, the multiverse must have had an absolute beginning. In other
words, it also requires a cause.

As for the quantum mechanics proposal, it is simply not true that things
begin to exist from nothing in a quantum mechanics environment.
Anything arising results from fluctuations in the quantum vacuum,
which is not "nothing" by definition. Instead, it comes from energy that
is locked in the vacuum, which is a sea of fluctuating energy governed
by physical laws having a physical structure. No evidence suggests that
things come into being from nothing in quantum mechanics.

Both the multiverse and quantum mechanics arguments are examples
of what in philosophy is called "drowning the fish." You can use all the
water in the oceans in an attempt to drown the fish, but in the end, it
will still be there affirming its existence and presence.

In the end, the cosmological argument for God stands intact. The
reason we have something rather than nothing is because, "In the
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). Rath-
er than being defeated by modern science (as is the eternal universe
claim), the opening line of the Bible is supported by science. Quantum
chemist Henry F. Schaeffer says, "A Creator must exist. The Big Bang
ripples and subsequent scientific findings are clearly pointing to an
ex nihilo creation consistent with the first few verses of the book of
Genesis."

Dr. John Lennox sums up the overall matter of the cosmological argu-
ment well when he writes: "There are not many options – essentially
just two. Either human intelligence ultimately owes its origin to mind-
less matter; or there is a Creator. It is strange that some people claim
that it is their intelligence that leads them to prefer the first to the
second."

Next  Month  How does the teleological argument support the
existence of God?



18 Elisha Can’t Bear Bullies

“From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the
road, some boys came out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of
here, baldy!” they said. “Get out of here, baldy!”

He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in
the name of the Lord. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled
forty-two of the boys.” — 2 Kings 2:23–24

The prophet Elisha was a great man of God. However, he suffered from
male-pattern baldness and was obviously self-conscious about it. Be-
cause when a few local kids started making fun of his lack of hair, Elisha
had a curious (and slightly extreme) reaction.

Elisha siced a pair of female bears on the youthful bullies. And the bears
proceeded to kill more than three dozen of the boys. That’s pretty grue-
some. The fact that the Bible specifies the number of deaths makes me
believe that there were even more boys present who escaped the bears.
Why were so many kids out on the road mocking the prophet?

Elisha likely pulled this off this unusual bear attack with the help of
God. So should we assume that God condoned this act of violence?
Maybe this was God’s way of saying that you shouldn’t mess with his
prophets. Even if it’s just making fun of their bald spot.

This is one of the rare scenarios where a toupee would have saved count-
less lives.

            *********************************************

Keep your distance!

I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch you with a six-foot
pole” would become national policy, but here we are!
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When Christians Die

We remember the family and friends of  all those who have
died  throughout out the country due to the Covid 19.

Remembering especially from our church family

Arthur Tomkin,, Michael Davis  Norman Everett
and  Rosemary Trevis

People die every day. When it hits close to home we feel it even
more keenly. The searing pain of loss. The grief over not having
our loved one near anymore. At those times we think of our own
mortality, that we too will someday die. That is why the Bible
actually says it's better to go to a funeral than a party, because
the living take it to heart and think deeply about it (Ecclesiastes
7:2).
When it comes to physical death, we should not fear death. It
ushers us into the very presence of God. To be absent from the
body is to be present with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:1-10).  Jesus spoke
intensely of this at the death of His close friend Lazarus,
comforting Martha with these words: “I am the resurrection and
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do
you believe this?” (John 11:25-26) Paul spoke of the resurrection
of believers in 1 Thessalonians 4, assuring the church that those
who die believing will live forever with the Lord. And we do not
believe in the annihilation of the wicked. Those who do not believe
will also live forever in conscious torment in hell. The truth is that
people live forever, not physically as we know it here on earth, but
spiritually in a resurrected state.
 Life is precious. So is the death of God's chosen ones (Psalm
116:15). Whether we live or die we belong to God. While we live
we are to seek God's glory not our own. For Christians, life on
earth now is to be spent praising the glories of God's grace in
Christ in doing active works of mercy and love for the glory of God
and good of all. And we are to rest assured in the gospel truth of
our living hope of a glorious future life with God forever.



20 September Crossword

Across
1 and 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus
(Luke 9:28) (4,3,5)
3 See 1 Across
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith’
(Hebrews 10:22) (4)
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Across
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)
11 Form of government under the direct rule of God or his agents (10)
14 How Jesus found his disciples when he returned to them after praying
in Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the meadow into which
Christian strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-4)
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10)
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputation of being a waterless
place     Psalm 84:6) (4)
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees
clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4)
Down
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’
(2 Timothy 4:18) (8)
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; —
— or wine touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’
(1 Peter 2:5) (10)
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of the king-
dom of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to worship
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy;
eat,    drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and he was
given a crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1)

September Crossword

Solution Page 32



22 Bible Trivia

So you think you know your bible ?

1 Where was Jesus born?
2 How many books are in the New Testament?
3 Paul was shipwrecked on what island?
4 Who recognized Jesus as the Messiah when he was presented to the
Temple as a baby?
5 After Jesus fed the 5,000, how many baskets were left over?
6 In the Gospel of Mark, how does the Virgin Mary learn of her preg-
nancy
7 Who is the high priest of Jerusalem that put Jesus on trial?
8 According to the Gospel of Matthew, where does Jesus give his first
public sermon?
9 How does Judas notify the Roman Officials of Jesus’ identity?
10 Which insect did John the Baptist eat in the desert?
11 Who were the first apostles called to follow Jesus
12 After Jesus was arrested, which apostle disowned him three times?
13 Who wrote the book of Revelation?
14 Who asked Pilate for Jesus’ body after he was crucified?
15 What is the shortest book in the New Testament?
16 Who worked as a tax collector prior to preaching the word of God?
17 Paul says Christians should follow whose example? (Ephesians 5)
18 What did Saul encounter when he was traveling to Damascus?
19 What tribe is Paul from?
20 What was Simon Peter’s profession prior to becoming an apostle?
21 In the Acts of the Apostles, who is Stephen?
22 In 1 Corinthians, which is the greatest of the imperishable qualities?
23 In the Gospel According to John, which apostle doubts Jesus’ resur-
rection until he sees Jesus with his own eyes?
24Which Gospel is mostly speaks on the mystery and identity of the
person of Jesus?
25According to the Gospels, which literary genre does Jesus implement
to help preach his message?

Answeres page32
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25 September Wordsearch

The Transfiguration

August is a quiet month as far as the Church calendar is concerned,
except that during the 11th century, some church fathers slipped in an
important day - the Transfiguration of Jesus, when His disciples were
given just a glimpse of His future glory (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9).
Jesus took Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a high
mountain. This is often identified as either Mount Tabor (there is a great
church up there today), or one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon,
which overlook Caesarea Philippi. High up on the mountain, Jesus was
suddenly transfigured before His disciples. His face began to shine as
the sun, His garments became white and dazzling. Elijah and Moses, of
all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with Him. A bright cloud
overshadowed the disciples, and a divine Voice spoke out of the cloud,
saying that Jesus was His beloved son, whom the disciples should
‘hear’.  God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to
Jesus.
Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and
Elijah? Well, these two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the
Old Covenant, or Old Testament. But now they are handing on the
baton, if you like: for both the Law and the Prophets found their true and
final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah.
That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples.  Peter mentions it in
his second letter, 2 Peter 1:16 - 19 - invariably the reading for this day.

Transfiguration; Jesus; mountain; Tabor; Hermon;
Caesarea; Philippi; high; shine; face; cloud; transformed;
white; dazzling; Elijah; Moses; dwelling; mankind; Law;
Prophets; Peter; James; John; fear; glory



26 Word Cryptogram Puzzel

       Famous Bible Verse
The sentence below is encrypted using a secret code. Your job is to
break the code by substituting letters for the symbols. Here are a few
clues:

N = a    T = e    Y = i    M = o    A = u

22 OAS SFT HEAYS MH SFT DVYEYS

YD QMBT XMZ VTNCT QMWPDAHHTEYWP

PTWSQTWTDD PMMLWTDD HNYSF

23 RTTKWTDD STRVTENWCT NPNYWDS DACF

SFTET YD WM QNI

24 NWL SFTZ SFNS NET CFEYDSD FNBT CEACYHYTL

SFT HQTDF IYSF SFT NHHTCSYMWD NWL QADSD

25 YH IT QYBT YW SFT DVYEYS QTS AD NQDM INQK

YW SFT DVYEYS

Solution Page 33

Essays

A second year student explaining to a first year student how to write
essays:  “When you take stuff from one writer, it’s plagiarism, but
when you take it from many writers, it’s called research.”



27Have you ever wondered what the modern press would
make of biblical events?

 If biblical headlines were written by today’s media
On Red Sea crossing:

WETLANDS TRAMPLED IN LABOUR STRIKE
Pursuing Environmentalists Killed

On David vs. Goliath
HATE CRIME KILLS BELOVED CHAMPION

Psychologist Questions Influence of Rock
On Elijah on Mt. Carmel:

FIRE SENDS RELIGIOUS RIGHT EXTREMIST INTO FRENZY
400 Killed

On the birth of Christ:
HOTELS FULL, ANIMALS LEFT HOMELESS

Animal Rights Activists Enraged by Insensitive Couple
On feeding the 5,000:

PREACHER STEALS CHILD’S LUNCH
Disciples Mystified Over Behaviour

On healing the 10 lepers:
LOCAL DOCTOR’S PRACTICE RUINED

“Faith Healer” Causes Bankruptcy
On healing of the Gadarene demoniac:

MADMAN’S FRIEND CAUSES STAMPEDE
Local Farmer’s Investment Lost

On raising Lazarus from the dead:
FUNDAMENTALIST PREACHER RAISES A STINK

Reading of Will now to be Delayed

****************************************

Middle class

Young son to father: “Dad, what is the middle class?”
Dad: “The middle class consists of people who are not poor enough

to accept charity and not rich enough to donate anything.”



28 The Sheep Gate

Here are some questions for us?  How and What are we building in our
lives?   First the How?
I am encouraged by the example of how to build from Nehemiah Ch 3 in
the Old Testament.  The order in which Nehemiah describes how the
gates and walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt is an example of how the Holy
Spirit inspires us to build in our lives.. Jesus said that he would build His
church and the gates of hell would not prevail against it.

The Sheep Gate was the first gate to be rebuilt.    This is the most
important in our lives.   We have to come to God through the Sheep
gate. The bible teaches us that it is only those who enter in by Christ (the
Shepherd and the Sheep gate) who can come into relationship with God.
Have we come through the Cross – and really understood the power of
the Cross in our lives? That the power of sin and death  is broken.  If we
try and build on anything apart from the true revelation of Christ and the
Cross we will be in difficulty. Christ is the cornerstone of our faith.  We
need to come in through the Sheep gate.

Christ warns us about those who don’t come in by the Sheep gate – not
sheep but wolves in Sheep’s clothing – and false shepherds.  John 10 -7
– Jesus says “Most assuredly I say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber.” “But he who enters by the door is the Shepherd of the
sheep – To him the doorkeeper opens and the sheep hear his voice and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings
out his own sheep he goes before them and the sheep follow him for
they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger but
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”  Jesus
went on to explain: “Most assuredly I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who ever came before me are thieves and robbers but the
sheep did not hear them. I am the door, If anyone enters by Me he will
be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.   The thief does not
come except to steal, and to kill and to destroy. I have come that they
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may have life and that they may have it more abundantly.  I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.”  Please
beware of any teaching about Jesus which is contrary to what the Bible
reveals to us about Jesus and weigh and test it against scripture.  We
need to come to Christ through a true revelation of the Cross and  build
on Him as the cornerstone of our faith.

I understand that the Sheep gate was the only gate that didn’t have locks
and bars.    To me this symbolises that the way to God is open through
Jesus and it is open to everyone.  It doesn’t matter who you are or what
you have done.  Nothing can disqualify you from receiving grace and
forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ and the redemptive power of
the Cross.   If you have never come through the Sheep Gate then I en-
courage you to confess your sins and take that step by faith today.
Receive forgiveness and start a new life in Christ Jesus by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Published by seeingliketheeagle

I am a 52 year old wife and mother of two daughters. I have been
married for 27 years. I became a Christian in 1976 and was baptised in
the Holy Spirit in 1977. I love Jesus and want to encourage and
hopefully inspire fellow believers and others to follow Christ and grow
in the knowledge of God through Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit. I am passionate about prayer and want to step into all God has for
me to do for Him. I hope my posts are a blessing.
View all posts by seeingliketheeagle
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Celebrating 400th anniversary of the voyage of the

Mayflower

If we find it difficult to cross the Atlantic just now, it was even
worse 400 years this month. On 6th September 1620, 102
determined Puritans climbed on board the Mayflower and set sail
from Plymouth. They had 30 crew to steer them across 3000 miles
of open, perilous ocean.

Those Puritans, or ‘Pilgrim fathers’, could never have dreamed that
their journey would become one of the most influential in world
history. Their courage and purpose for the voyage would help shape
the very history and culture of the USA.

The Pilgrim fathers themselves were in search of religious freedom
and a new life. Years before they had rejected the Church of
England, due to its Roman Catholic past, and in 1608 they had
moved to Holland, where they could worship freely. But life was
very hard there, and so the New World beckoned to them.

They had originally intended to use two ships, but the Speedwell
sprang a leak shortly after sailing, and so they crowded as many as
possible into the Mayflower. After a long and difficult 10 weeks at
sea, they reached America, but could not reach their intended
destination, Virginia, because of heavy seas. They finally landed in
Provincetown Harbor, Cape Cod, Massachusetts on 11th
November.

That presented the next great challenge: the bitter, harsh winter of
Massachusetts.  Half of the Pilgrims perished that first winter, of
hunger and cold. Without the help of the local Indigenous peoples
to teach them food-gathering and other survival skills, all of the
colony would probably have perished.
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After months of hard work, by the ‘Fall’ of 1621 the tiny colony had its
first harvest. They celebrated this great achievement with their new
Indigenous friends. It became Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims had been
convinced that God wanted them to go to the New World.  They wrote:
“We verily believe and trust the Lord is with us, and that He will
graciously prosper our endeavours according to the simplicity of our
hearts therein.”

The Mayflower was one of the earliest pilgrim vessels, and so became
a cultural icon in the history of the United States. This year, until
coronavirus put a stop to things, many celebrations in the USA,
England and the Netherlands had been planned

***********************************
Your face mask and your dog

Face masks have been a big adjustment for all of us, but dogs especial-
ly may be struggling, warns the animal charity, Dogs Trust.

Dogs use our facial expressions to tell how we are feeling, so if they
suddenly encounter people whose faces are covered, they could be-
come confused, stressed, and even feel threatened. Their confusion
may lead to a loss of obedience and cooperation with you.
Here is how to get your dog used to you wearing a face mask:Hold
your hand over your face for a moment, speak reassuringly to your
dog, and then reward him.
Introduce your dog to your face mask, let him sniff it and let him see
you put it up to your face, and then down again. Reward him.
Put it on for a moment. Reassure and reward him.
Put it on and move about the room, while reassuring him. Reward
him.Gradually build up the length of time that you wear the face mask
around him. Keep reassuring him. Reward him.
Expect that he may not be so quick to understand and obey you when
you are wearing the mask – be patient.
Don’t take him into public places where many people are wearing
masks, unless you absolutely have to do so. It could be very stressful
for him.
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ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14,
Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose eye.
23, Seth.

DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, Sins.
10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, ECHO.

September Crossword Solution

Bible Trivia Answers

1)Bethlehem 2)27 3)Malta 4)Simeon 5)12 6)From the angel Gabriel
7)Caiaphas 8)On the mount 9)Judas kisses Jesus 10)Locusts 11)Peter &
Andrew 12)Peter 13)John 13)Joseph of Arimathea 14)2 John 15)Matthew
16)Christ’s example 17)A great and blinding light 18)Benjamin
19)Fisherman 20)The first Christian martyr 21)Love  22)Thomas 23)The
Gospel According to John 24)The parable 25_Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
before his death
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Word Cryptogram Solution
Galatians 5:22-25

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith,23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.24
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts.25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

September Sudoko Solutions
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The Most Hated Man in Capernaum

On a normal day, the most hated man in Capernaum sees hundreds of
people go by his tax booth on the road out of town. Most pass without a
word -- unless it is a curse. But when Levi spots a loaded donkey headed
east, he bounds from the shade of his stand to demand that its owner un-
pack. If it's wool or dried fish, hides or grain they're transporting for sale
-- or anything else -- he forces them to pay the tax.

Nor is it a light tax, maybe 4% on whatever Levi declares to be the value.
Levi is flexible, of course, the most important factor being, how much
can he force that merchant to pay. Once he announces the tax, he doesn't
accept a denarius less. To keep his tax license, for his part, Levi must pay
a fixed amount each week to the chief tax collector. Whatever he can col-
lect over this, is his to keep. And Levi collects a lot!

A merchant refuses to pay? Levi calls in the nearby soldiers and confis-
cates his goods on the spot. He is merciless. Few argue these days; just
pay up and hurry away lest he change his mind.

Levi is one small cog in the wheel that enables the hated oppressors to
suck the Israelites dry to enrich Caesar in far-away Rome. It is no exag-
geration to say that Levi is the most hated man in all of Capernaum.

But Levi has been acting strangely. After hours he has been attending the
open-air meetings held by the Nazarene teacher Jesus. Throngs pushing
and shoving so they can see a genuine miracle -- a blind man healed, a
lame man walk again. It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience that no one in
all Galilee wants to miss.

Levi loves to listen to Jesus. One story he can't get out of his mind. Of a
prodigal son who leaves home and squanders his father's wealth with
wine, women, and song. When he finally returns broke, it is not to
resume his place as son, but to be a farm hand, that's his plan. But the old
father sees him, runs to him, and embraces him. The son protests: "I'm
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not worthy." But the father insists, "You were dead, son, but now you're
alive! Come up to the house. We're going to have a grand celebration."
Your Heavenly Father forgives like that, Jesus says.

One sweltering day, Levi sits in the shade of his tax booth when he sees a
man he recognizes coming up the road -- Jesus, the Teacher. Levi stands
up and steps outside. They look at one another for a long moment, Levi
and the Master. And then Jesus breaks into a broad smile, extends his
hand, and speaks only two words: "Follow me!"

Levi freezes, then falls to his knees. "Master," he says, "you don't know
me. You don't know what kind of man I am. I am not worthy!"

"I know exactly the kind of man you are," says Jesus, pulling him to his
feet, "and you're exactly the man I'm looking for."

Levi wipes away his tears with the back of his hand. He doesn't know
what to say. "Okay," he ventures. Jesus nods. Then he blurts out, "Yes,
Master. If you want me, I'll follow you anywhere!" And then, almost as
an afterthought, "By the way, Jesus, would you do me the honor of com-
ing to my house tonight for a party? I'd like you to meet some of my
friends."

"I was hoping you would ask," chuckles Jesus. "Now come along. We've
got places to go."

Levi closes the door to the tax booth and locks it for the last time. He
walks away from a most lucrative "trade," if you could call it that, in ex-
change for a life that depends upon people's charity. But he doesn't care
anymore. He is beaming as he follows Jesus along the way.

At the appointed hour his house is full of guests. Not the elite of Caper-
naum, mind you. They are the rejects, the cheaters, the drunkards, the la-
dies whose husbands have divorced them for adultery. They are all there,
along with a couple of thieves and a few notorious highwaymen.
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The food is plentiful, the wine flows, and Jesus seems to be enjoying
himself immensely. One by one, he wins over Levi's friends with his gen-
uine warmth and ready smile.

There's harsh knock at the door. It's a band of self-appointed judges, the
local Pharisees. "We want to talk with Jesus," they demand gruffly.

He goes to the door.

"Holy Man," they say with deep sarcasm, "why do you eat with these tax
collectors and sinners?"

Jesus smiles. "Those who are well have no need of a doctor, but those
who are sick. I haven't come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent-
ance. Won't you come in?"

The leader stammers to reply, but Jesus has gone back to the table and his
new friends clamor around him once more.

It is a joyous celebration at Levi's house that extends far into the night.
Sounds of laughter spill out of Levi's windows, and roll down the streets
of the town where neighbors peer out and wonder. For inside Levi's
house, the Doctor is at work, and he is in the process of healing and for-
giving. And that night, he restores the joy of the most unlikely people you
can imagine, including one joyous taxman named Levi, newly out-of
work.

The story is fictionalized, but you probably recognize it from the Gospel
accounts in Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; and Luke 5:27-32. Churches
and religious organizations may use this story in services and publica-
tions so long as the copyright info is included: "Copyright 2020, Ralph F.
Wilson. All rights reserved. Used by permission."



37September Recipe

Something a little different!!!

Stinging Nettle Soup

This is a dense and delicious dark green nettle soup is so easy to make
Be sure to wear gloves when collecting the nettles or they'll sting

Ingredients

Original recipe yields 5 servings

1 pound stinging nettles
2 teaspoons salt

1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
1 white onion, diced
¼ cup basmati rice

4 cups chicken broth
1 pinch salt and pepper to taste

Instructions

Step 1
Bring a large pot of water to a boil with 2 teaspoons of salt. Drop in the
stinging nettles, and cook 1 to 2 minutes until they soften. This will
remove most of the sting. Drain in a colander, and rinse with cold water.
Trim off any tough stems, then chop coarsely.

Step 2
Heat the olive oil in a saucepan over medium-low heat, and stir in the
onion. Cook until the onion has softened and turned translucent, about 5
minutes. Stir in the rice, chicken broth, and chopped nettles. Bring to a
boil, then reduce heat to medium-low, cover, and simmer until the rice is
tender, about 15 minutes. Puree the soup with an immersion blender, and
season to taste with salt and pepper.
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Rev Richard Suffern The Rector St Margaret’s Church
Tel 01926 425070 Office 01926 337609
Email; revrwss@gmail.com

Rev Andy Shearn, 58, St. Fremund Way, Sydenham.
Tel. 01926 930552

Rev Steve Davies 167 Rugby Road Cubbington
Tel 01926 730045 E.mail davies1877@googlemail.com

Henry Jerwood Lay Reader  Tel 07846 004498
Email: hjerwood@outlook.com

P.A.To Rector Barbara Stafford  Tel 01926 330259
E mail ; barbarastafford953@gmail.com

Church Wardens

Adrian Barton .E mail Adrian.Barton1@ntlworld.com
Tel 07855372323

William Clemmey E mail william.clemmey@gmail.com
Tel 07922508913

Treasurer Lisa Fincken 07766222193 E mail
lafincken66@yahoo.com

St Margaret’s Newsletter Anne Horsley
E mail; anne_horsley@btopenworld.com

Church Flowers Shirley Simms Tel 01926427165

Operations Manager Graham Howe  Tel 01926 258292
E mail ; st.margc@gmail.com

St Margaret’s Centre and Finance Administrator Jagdeep Bahi
( Jay) Tel 01926 258292 E mail ; st.margc@gmail.com

Magazine Editor Tom Houghton Tel 01926 422126 Mobile
07932667340    E Mail tom470@btopenworld.com
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For more information about
what’s on at St Margaret’s go

to our web site
stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk

The deadline for the
October  Edition of

St Margaret’s Parish Magazine
will be Friday  25th September

Contact The Editor at
01926422126 or E mail

tom470@btopenworld.com


