And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
John 1:5

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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The Rector’s Page
Dear Friends,
“Christmas is cancelled this year.”
Oh no it's not!
I have heard people saying that Christmas is “off” this year because of the Covid Virus and its implications. My reply to that is, with
apologies to the world of pantomime “Oh no its not!” And it's not behind
us. It’s in front of us, and as I write this letter, it's coming fast!
So, although we will have to celebrate Christmas somehow
differently, we will be nonetheless celebrating it for what it essentially is:
The festival of thanksgiving and praise for the birth of Jesus the Lord and
Saviour. At St. Margaret’s Church we shall be declaring again: “Emmanuel” God with us. “Glory to God in the highest and peace on Earth
amongst those upon whom God’s favour rests.” And that can be any one
of us.
So, what are we doing to celebrate Christmas this year? Well a
number of things and please do visit our Website and Facebook page for
more details. But in particular may I invite you to come to the:
“Walk through Nativity”
Welcome to bring or join a group of up to six people at a time in walking
through the Church and grounds to experience the key moments of the
Nativity event. This is happening on three afternoons and evenings as
follows in the lead up to Christmas Day:
Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd , and Christmas Eve 24th December.
5pm – 7pm
Please visit the Church Website or Facebook page to make your booking
within the time frame of 5pm – 7pm on one of those days. It will be both
an indoor and outdoor event so wrap up warm!

4 In addition, there will be a watchnight Holy Communion service
starting at 11.15pm on Christmas Eve, an 8am Holy Communion and
10am Christmas celebration Service on Christmas Day.
We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you assuming that covid
avoidance regulations etc allow. We will be observing social distancing
guidelines at all times, and please visit our website and Facebook page
for any updates.
It’s been said that Christmas means “Glory to God in the High
St.” (as well as the Highest.) What a difficult time it has been for people
in the hospitality and retail world as well as all forms of health service
and more besides. This Christmas please pray for those whose future is
so uncertain because of the economic impact of Covid, and for the
revival of employment and the economy so that people have jobs and
activities to engage in to provide for their needs and to guard their
mental and spiritual health and vitality. Pray for our high streets and all
connected that people will have reason to thank and praise God for His
protection and supply.
Over these months of the pandemic I have been in regular
contact with partners in Africa as I chair the African Pastors Fellowship
(APF) and the Coventry Diocesan Companionship link with Kapsabet
Diocese in Kenya. They have had the same kind of challenges as us, but
as you may appreciate, there are no furlough and job protection schemes
there, making hardship very real for them when livelihoods are lost, and
no state support or safety net is available. APF have set-up an emergency fund to help, and if you visit the APF website you can find
information about prayer and how to give.
YORKSHIRE THREE PEAKS: A few years ago, I did the national
Three Peaks Challenge. (Well I managed to get to the top of all three of
Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon within 24 hours!) This was in aid
of Church renovations and repairs. This coming year, in late Spring or
early Summer I am planning to do the Yorkshire Three Peaks in a
day. (That’s Pen-y-Ghent, Ingleborough and Whernside.) My plan is to
raise funds for both the APF relief fund and also the Church
renovations.
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Further details to follow, and I hope to set-up a donate webpage to help
people to sponsor the walk/climb. Advance thanks if you can consider
sponsoring me.
I recently reflected on the contrast between life in the 60 or so
years of my life compared with the 60 or so previous years. The 60
years before my life included two World Wars, the great depression and
such a pandemic (Spanish Flu) as killed many more people than Covid
19 is likely to. Then again, looking back over every generation that has
lived before us, there have been major political upheavals, wars and
illness leading to loss of life and reduced life expectancy on a much
greater scale that we have had to endure in the West in our present
generation so far. So, we cannot expect our generation to be exempt
from very trying and difficult times. But fear not, humanity has come
through past trials and by God’s grace will do so again in line with
God’s purposes and promises. The Bible is full of hope, that God is
with us always even until the end of time as we know it.
But my essential message in this short letter is to assure you of
my prayers that you will be gifted with a very happy Christmas. Some
of us will not be able to meet with and celebrate Christmas with loved
ones as either usual or hoped for. But I pray that the reality of the real
message of Christmas will be no less felt by you, and that as we press
on into the year 2021, you will be able to do so with both hope and
confidence in God. Faith, Hope and Love are the three greatest things.
We shall need all three of these for the future, and they are all the gifts
of God and can be asked for and received by faith. These days of the
pandemic have been described as “dark days.” So please be encouraged
by John’s words at the beginning of his Gospel where he says: “The
Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.” (John 1: 5.) And that light is not a thing but a person. The Lord
Jesus Christ. The Light of the World. May He be your light and
encouragement.
With my love and prayers for a joyful Christmas and hope-filled New
Year.
Richard.
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Church Services over December/
Here's how the services are appearing in the Whitnash Tymes, slightly
updated:
“Walk in Nativity”

Welcome to the Church to experience the key moments of the Nativity
event. This is happening on three afternoons and evenings as follows in
the lead up to Christmas Day:
Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd , and Christmas Eve 24th
December. 5pm – 7pm
Sunday 20th December. Carols by candlelight:
Online by zoom. Starting at 6.30pm.
Watchnight Holy Communion service starting at 11.15pm on
Christmas Eve,
8am Holy Communion and 10am Christmas celebration Service on
Christmas Day.
We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you assuming that
covid avoidance regulations etc allow. We will be observing social
distancing guidelines at all times, and please visit our website and Facebook page for any updates.
The above dates and times are right at the time of publishing but may
change
************************************

The Parish Magazine
The Parish Magazine will continue in February hopefully there will be
some hard copies at the back of church ,however deliveries will be on
hold until covid restrictions are lifted .
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The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am sorry I was not alive during that
wonderful four-year period when Oliver
Cromwell abolished Christmas; no Christmas parties, no carol services,
no cards to send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a
hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By
Easter, the flowers for church have been carefully chosen to be colour
coordinated, and the seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas
party have been allocated (with nominated reserves in case someone
should inconveniently die in the intervening eight months). Long before
Summer is over, the tree lights have been tested, music for the 9 Lessons
and Carols Service has been chosen and the service sheets printed. Way
before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found,
those who are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to
perfection, and the brass lectern has had its annual polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a
service when time for something unexpected had to be allowed, its place
would be announced in the order of service, how long the unexpected
thing would happen for would have been decided by a committee, and
who was to be spontaneous would have been allocated on a rota.
But the one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed
organisers can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if
verse 3 was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the
organist on his toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective
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nervous breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my introductory welcome
speech and extensive grace make those in the kitchen wonder if the
vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick soup.
I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and
decorated in the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I
turn all the heating off throughout the season, explaining that it will help
the flowers to last. All Services will start five minutes early (was my
watch rather fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at those still coming in
while we are singing the first carol and making it clear that I think they
had spent too long in the pub next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning
having gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I
exhilarated at the chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr
Cromwell, your spirit lives on.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
*********************************

Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible
story with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which
showed four people on an airplane. She asked her which story it was
meant to represent. ‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary,
Joseph, and Baby Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’
“Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that’s Pontius – the pilot!’
***************************************
Father to three-year old: “No, a reindeer is not a horse with TV antenna.”

Joseph's Letter Home
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Dear Mom,
We're still in Bethlehem--Mary and I and little Jesus.
There were lots of things I couldn't talk to you about last summer. You
wouldn't have believed me then, but maybe I can tell you now. I hope
you can understand. You know, Mom, I've always loved Mary. You
and dad used to tease me about her when she was still a girl. She and
her brothers used to play on our street. Our families got together for
supper. But the hardest day of my life came scarcely a year ago when I
was twenty and she only fifteen. You remember that day, don't you?
The trouble started after we were betrothed and signed the marriage
agreement at our engagement. That same spring Mary had left abruptly
to visit her old cousin Elizabeth in Judea. She was gone three whole
months. After she got back, people started wondering out loud if she
were pregnant It was cloudy the day when I finally confronted her with
the gossip. "Mary," I asked at last, "are you going to have a baby?" Her
clear brown eyes met mine. She nodded. I didn't know what to say.
"Who?" I finally stammered. Mom, Mary and I had never acted
improperly--even after we were betrothed.
Mary looked down. "Joseph," she said. "There's no way I can explain.
You couldn't understand. But I want you to know I've never cared for
anyone but you." She got up, gently took my hands in hers, kissed each
of them as if it were the last time she would ever do that again, and
then turned towards home. She must have been dying inside. I know I
was.
The rest of the day I stumbled through my chores. It's a wonder I didn't
hurt myself in the woodshop. At first I was angry and pounded out my
frustrations on the doorframe I was making. My thoughts whirled so
fast I could hardly keep my mind on my work. At last I decided just to
end the marriage contract with a quiet divorce. I loved her too much to
make a public scene.
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I couldn't talk to you. Or anyone, for that matter. I went to bed early and
tried to sleep. Her words came to me over and over. "I've never cared for
anyone but you.... I've never cared for anyone but you...." How I wished I
could believe her!I don't know when I finally fell asleep. Mom, I had a
dream from God. An angel of the Lord came to me. His words pulsated
through my mind so intensely I can remember them as if it were yesterday.
"Joseph, son of David," he thundered, "do not fear to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit."
I couldn't believe my ears, Mom. This was the answer! The angel
continued, "She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
The angel gripped my shoulders with his huge hands. For a long moment
his gaze pierced deep within me. Just as he turned to go, I think I saw a
smile on his shining face.
I sat bolt upright in bed. No sleep after that! I tossed about for a while,
going over the words in my mind. Then I got up and dressed quietly so I
wouldn't wake you.
I must have walked for miles beneath the moonless sky. Stars pricked the
blackness like a thousand tiny pinpoints. A warm breeze blew on my face.
I sang to the Lord, Mom. Yes, me, singing, if you can imagine that. I
couldn't contain my joy. I told Him that I would take Mary and care for
her. I told Him I would watch over her--and the child--no matter what
anyone said.
I got back just as the sun kissed the hilltops. I don't know if you still recall
that morning, Mom. I can see it in my mind's eye as if it were yesterday.
You were feeding the chickens, surprised to see me out. Remember?
"Sit down," I said to you. "I've got to tell you something." I took your
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arm and helped you find a seat on the big rock out back. "Mom," I said,
"I'm going to bring Mary home as my wife. Can you help make a place for
her things?"

You were silent a long time. "You do know what they're saying, don't you,
son?" you said at last, your eyes glistening. "Yes, Mom, I know."
Your voice started to rise. "If your father were still alive, he'd have some
words, I'll tell you. Going about like that before you are married.
Disgracing the family and all. You... you and Mary ought to be ashamed
of yourselves!"
You'd never have believed me if I'd tried to explain, so I didn't. Unless the
angel had spoken to you, you'd have laughed me to scorn.
"Mom, this is the right thing to do," I said.
And then I started talking to you as if I were the head of the house. "When
she comes I don't want one word to her about it," I sputtered. "She's your
daughter-in-law, you'll respect her. She'll need your help if she's to bear
the neighbors' wagging tongues!"
I'm sorry, Mom. You didn't deserve that. You started to get up in a huff.
"Mom," I murmured, "I need you." You took my hand and got to your
feet, but the fire was gone from your eyes.
"You can count on me, Joseph," you told me with a long hug. And you
meant it. I never heard another word. No bride could hope for a better
mother-in-law than you those next few months.
Mom, after I left you I went up the road to Mary's house and knocked. Her
mother glared at me as she opened the door. Loudly, harshly she called
into the house, "It's Joseph!" almost spitting out my name as she said it.
My little Mary came out cringing, as if she expected me give her the back
of my hand, I suppose. Her eyes were red and puffy. I can just
imagine what her parents had said.
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We walked a few steps from the house. She looked so young and afraid.
"Pack your things, Mary," I told her gently. "I'm taking you home to be
my wife."
"Joseph!" She hugged me as tight as she could. Mom, I didn't realize
she was so strong.
I told her what I'd been planning. "We'll go to Rabbi Ben-Ezer's house
this week and have him perform the ceremony." I know it was awfully
sudden, Mom, but I figured the sooner we got married the better it
would be for her, and me, and the baby.
"Mary, even if our friends don't come, at least you and I can pledge our
love before God." I paused. "I think my Mom will be there. And maybe
your friend Rebecca would come if her dad will let her. How about
your parents?"mI could feel Mary's tiny frame shuddering as she
sobbed quietly.
^Mary," I said. I could feel myself speaking more boldly. "No matter
what anyone says about you, I'm proud you're going to be my wife. I'm
going to take good care of you. I've promised God that."
She looked up I lowered my voice. "I had a dream last night, Mary. I
saw an angel. I know."The anguish which had gripped her face vanished. She was radiant as we turned away from the house and began to
walk up the hill together.
Just then her mother ran out into the yard. "Wait," she called. She must
have been listening from behind the door. Tears were streaming down
her cheeks.
"I'll get your father," she called, almost giddy with emotion. "We," she
cried as she gathered up her skirts. "We," she shouted as she began to
run to find her husband. "We ... are going to have a wedding!"
That's how it was, Mom. Thanks for being there for us. I'll write again
soon.
Love, Joseph

The Does God Exist? Series
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In this series we are looking at The Existance of God In July/ August
we considered Does God Exist and last month we looked at How
does the moral argument support the existence of God?this month we
consider ;Why does God require faith?
The Bible often speaks of the importance of faith in knowing God. For
example, Ephesians 2:8 teaches, "For by grace you have been saved
through faith." First Corinthians 13:13 adds, "So now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love." But why does
God require faith?
One way to answer why God requires faith is because He is our
Heavenly Father. Our relationship to Him is similar to other
relationships in the sense that it includes trust in the other person, time
together, love, and respect. Because we cannot fully know another
person, let alone an infinite God, all relationships require some degree
of faith (trust). God is our Father and it takes faith to believe that He
loves us and that He provides for our needs.
Faith is also important because God is not visible to humanity.
Hebrews 11:1 teaches, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen." We cannot see God (John 1:18).
However, we have faith in Him that provides assurance.
Faith is necessary to please God. Hebrews 11:6 notes, "And without
faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him." Not only does faith please God, it leads to reward—eternal life,
heavenly rewards, and experience of fullness of life on earth (John
10:10).
Faith is important in order for believers to obey the Lord. For example, Adam and Eve had been given a command—to not eat from a
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particular fruit (Genesis 2:15-17). Because their faith wavered regarding this command, they ate the forbidden fruit and sinned.
Contrastingly, James 2:23 shares, "Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness."
God requires faith because it allows humans the ability to choose or
reject Him. Without the ability to make choices, humanity would cease
to be human as we know it. Because people can choose to have faith or
not to have faith, there is a way for God to know those who have
believed in Him and those who have not.
Faith in God is not "blind faith" as some argue. Instead, it is a choice
based on the available information. The Bible, the created world, the
changed lives of believers, Jesus Christ, and other ways God operates
in our world provide sufficient evidence for people to choose faith in
God. As Jesus taught in Luke 16:31, "If they do not hear Moses and
the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise
from the dead."

Is God pleased by blind faith?
Blind faith is trusting in something without any evidence. It has been
described as a leap in the dark, a giving over of oneself to something
despite a solid foundation. God does not expect us to have this type of
faith.
God has revealed Himself to us. Romans 1:20 says, "For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse." God is evident in
creation. It may take faith to believe that God is Creator, but that faith
is far from blind.
God has also revealed Himself through Scripture. In the Bible we read
of God speaking to the patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament.
His manifest presence was with the Israelites (Exodus 13:21; Exodus
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33:7-11). He gave us Scripture that we might come to know Him and trust
Him (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
The greatest revelation of God is Jesus Christ. He is God Incarnate, the
Word made flesh (John 1:1-5; 14). Jesus reveals to us the glory and
character of God. Because He rose from the dead, His message is
validated.
We, of course, also use the tools of science, archaeology, history, literary
criticism, personal experience, and similar methods. These things give us
evidence of the existence of God and of His character.
Therefore, our faith is not blind. We are called to love God with all of our
minds (Luke 10:27). He does not expect us to blindly leap in the dark, but
to understand His revelations and to take calculated steps of faith. We are
to search the Scriptures and spend time getting to know God (1 Timothy
4:13-16). Yes, we do exercise faith. There are some things we will simply
not understand (Isaiah 55:8-9; Psalm 139:6; 1 Corinthians 13:9-12). Even
so, we can know that our faith is built on a solid foundation. It is based on
God's revelation of Himself and our understanding of that revelation. It is
trusting and it is faith, but it is far from blind.
*********************************************

Christmas Crackers
How did Mary and Joseph know Jesus' weight when he was born?
They had a weigh in a manger!
Why did Santa's helper see the doctor? Because he had a low elf esteem!
Why was the snowman looking through the carrots? He was picking his
nose!
What did Adam say the day before Christmas? “It’s Christmas, Eve!”
What does the Queen call her Christmas Broadcast? The One Show!
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The Tradition of Advent
Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks before Christmas (or
sometimes from the 1st December to Christmas Day!). Advent means
'Coming' in Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the world.
Christians use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to prepare and
remember the real meaning of Christmas.
There are three meanings of coming that Christians describe in
Advent. The first, and most thought of, happened about 2000 years
ago when Jesus came into the world as a baby to live as a man and die
for us. The second can happen now as Jesus wants to come into our
lives now. And the third will happen in the future when Jesus comes
back to the world as King and Judge, not a baby.
Advent Sunday can be from the 27th November (which it was in 2016)
to the 3rd December (which it was in 2017)! Advent only starts on the
1st December when Christmas Day is on a Wednesday (which happened in 2019)! Advent starts on Sunday 29th November 2020
No one is really sure when Advent was first celebrated but it dates
back to at least 567 when monks were ordered to fast during December
leading up to Christmas.
Some people fast (don't eat anything) during advent to help them
concentrate on preparing to celebrate Jesus's coming. In many
Orthodox and Eastern Catholics Churches, Advent lasts for 40 days
and starts on November 15th and is also called the Nativity Fast. (Advent also starts on November 15th in Celtic Christianity.)
In medieval and pre-medieval times, in parts of England, there was an
early form of Nativity scenes called 'advent images' or a 'vessel cup'.
They were a box, often with a glass lid that was covered with a white
napkin, that contained two dolls representing Mary and the baby Jesus.
The box was decorated with ribbons and flowers (and sometimes
apples). They were carried around from door to door.

It was thought to be very unlucky if you haven't seen a box before 17
Christmas Eve! People paid the box carriers a halfpenny to see the box.
There are some Christmas Carols that are really Advent Carols! These
include 'People Look East', 'Come, thou long expected Jesus', 'Lo! He
comes, with clouds descending' and perhaps the most popular Advent
song 'O Come, O Come Emmanuel!'.
There are several ways that Advent is counted down but the most
common is by a calendar or candle(s).
Advent Calendars
There are many types of calendars used in different countries. The most
common ones in the UK and USA are made of paper or card with 24 or
25 little windows on. A window is opened on every day in December
and a Christmas picture is displayed underneath.
In the 19th Century, German protestant Christians counted down to
Christmas by marking 24 chalk lines on a door and rubbing one off
every day in December.
Paper calendars were first popular in Germany in the early 1900s,
although people made their own ones from the 1850s. There's a debate
about exactly where and when the first mass produced calendar was
printed but it was in the first decade of the 1900s. The most famous and
popular early maker of printed Advent calendars was a German printer
called Gerhard Lang. His first calendars consisted of two sheets, a 'back'
piece of card with the numbers 1 to 24 printed on it and a separate sheet
of pictures which you could cut out and stick onto the numbers each
day. The first calendars with 'doors' were made in Germany in the
1920s. During World War II, the production of Advent calendars
stopped due to a shortage of cardboard.
When they were first made, scenes from the Christmas Story and other
Christmas images were used, such as snowmen and robins, but now
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many calendars are made in the themes of toys, television programmes
and sports clubs. The first record of an Advent calendar, in the UK, was
in 1956.
The first calendar with chocolate in it was made in 1958; and in the UK
Cadbury's made their first chocolate calendar in 1971. However, they
didn't sell very many to start with. Chocolate calendars really only
became popular in the 1980s.
Some European countries such as Germany use a wreath of fir with 24
bags or boxes hanging from it. In each box or bag there is a little present
for each day.
There are also now all different types of Advent Calendars used to sell
and promote different products including chocolate, perfumes, alcohol
and beauty products. You can even get advent calendars for your pets
with dog or cat treats in them! The world's largest advent calendar was
made in 2007 at the St Pancras Train Station in London, England. It was
71m tall and 23m wide and celebrated the refurbishment of the station.
The most expensive advent calendar ever was made in 2010 by a
jewellers in Belgium. It was made of 24 glass tubes each containing some
diamonds and silver! It was worth about $3.3 million (€2.5 million | £2.1
million)!!!
You can also now get online Advent or 'Christmas Countdown' calendars
. So during December, why don't you visit the Online Advent Calendar
and find out about something Christmassy each day!
Advent Candles
There are two types of candle(s) that are used to count down to Christmas
Day in Advent. The first looks like a normal candle, but has the days up
to Christmas Day marked down the candle. On the first of December the
candle is lit and burnt down to the first line on the candle. The same is
done every day and then the rest of the candle is burnt on Christmas day.
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Lutheran Churches in Scandinavia used 24 little candles to count down
through December from the 1700s.

An Advent Crown is another form of candles that are used to count down
Advent. These are often used in Churches rather than in people's homes.
The crown is often made up of a wreath of greenery and has four candles
round the outside and one in the middle or in a separate place. Sometimes a more traditional candelabra is used to display the five candles.
One candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent, two are lit on the second
Sunday and so on. Each candle has a different meaning in Christianity.
Different churches have given them different meanings, but I was taught
the following:
The first represents Isaiah and other prophets in the Bible that predicted
the coming of Jesus.
The second represents the Bible.
The third represents Mary, the mother of Jesus.
The fourth represents John the Baptist, Jesus' cousin, who told the people
in Israel to get ready for Jesus' teaching.
The middle or separate candle is lit on Christmas Day and represents
Jesus, the light of the world. In Germany this fifth candle is known as the
'Heiligabend' and is lit on Christmas Eve.

In many churches, the colour purple is used to signify the season of
Advent. On the third Sunday, representing Mary, the colour is sometimes
changes to pink or rose.
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The December/ January Crossword

Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a
tent to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
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Across
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar
the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath
(1 Samuel 17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)

Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory (Titus 3:2)
(9)
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians
11:25) (5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care
for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings
15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash
(2 Kings 5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22)
(5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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Wordsearch for December 2020

Silent Night
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was written by
Father Joseph Mohr, a young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the
village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As Christmas 1818 approached, he
asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a melody
for his carol. Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so
was happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the
church during the midnight mass. The carol went on to become loved
world-wide; and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling
single of all time.
Silent,Night,Loved,Carol,Austria,First ,Sung,Stille,Nacht,Heilige
Christmas,Eve ,Father,Joseph,Mohr,Young ,Priest,Organist
Midnight,Mass,Melody,Single,Bing,Version,Third
Solution page 26
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O, Come, Let Us Adore Him

One of our favorite Christmas carols, "O, Come, All Ye Faithful," goes
back hundreds of years, perhaps to a Cistercian monastery. Often known
by its Latin title, Adeste Fideles ("Come, faithful people"), this hymn is a
call for God's faithful, joyous people to contemplate the "King of
Angels" in Bethlehem's manger. The first verse puts out the invitation.
"O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
The chorus, repeated again and again, calls us to adore Him -- that is, to
be fond of, to regard with loving admiration and devotion, and
ultimately, to worship Him and honor Him as divine.
"O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord."
The second verse of the Latin hymn doesn't appear in many Protestant
hymnals, but extols Christ as the incarnate God, using phrases drawn
from the ancient Nicene Creed. Most people today -- even many
Christians -- look at the baby in the manger as a sweet Christ figure, but
not really as God in Person. Verse 2 reminds us that even in the manger
-- especially in the manger -- this baby is God himself in human flesh -"Very God of Very God."
Verse 3 invites the angel chorus, the mighty angel army that appeared to
the shepherds outside of Bethlehem, to join us in adoration.
"Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest.…"
The angel host must have felt at home worshipping before the throne of
God. But when called to an obscure Judean hillside, they must have
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wondered what all the fuss was about. Then, it hit them. They were
called to celebrate the coming of God to earth, incarnate in a newborn
baby. They sang their hearts out, and we are invited to do the same.
Verse 4 is a welcome, a greeting to the newborn King.
"Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing...."

The last line recalls the first lines of John's Gospel, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God"
(John 1:1) John observes, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). And so we proclaim in
song, "Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!"
When we sing "O, Come, All Ye Faithful," we are reaffirming that the
baby in Bethlehem's manger is indeed God in human flesh, Christ the
Lord.
This morning, in the church where I worship, we sang the chorus over
and over as we worshipped, our voices joining with those of monks of
long ago, of believers throughout the ages, and the angel chorus that
appeared on Christmas morning on the hills of Bethlehem.
"O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord."
He is worthy of all our praise!
"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" goes back many centuries, perhaps to a
Latin hymn sung by Cistercian monks as they praised Christ, our Lord.
The words were known in Latin about 1640 in the collection of John IV
of Portugal, a fervent patron of music and the arts and a composer in his
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own right. The Latin version with the tune was published by Catholic
layman John Francis Wade in 1751, and later translated into English in
1841 by Anglican priest (and later Catholic canon) Frederick Oakeley.
Verse 2 of the Latin hymn is translated, "God of God, and Light of Light
begotten / Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb / Very God, begotten, not
created...." It isn't often sung, probably because people might be offended
by the idea of abhorring the Virgin's womb. But that phrase is meaningful,
something like Paul was getting at in Philippians 2:6-7 where he talks
about Jesus' willingness to leave the prerogatives of divinity and humble
himself to become a human being.
******************************

Word search Solution

The Myth of the Nativity Wise Men
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By Sam O'Neal
Christianity Expert
M.A., Christian Studies, B.A., English Literature,

We all have our pet peeves, right? We all have those little things that seem
to bother us more than they should. Well, I hope you'll forgive me if this
seems petty, but one of my pet peeves involves the "Wise Men" (or "3
Kings" or "Magi") who are almost always included in nativity scenes and
plays that show up each Christmas as depictions of Jesus' birth.
Why do Wise Men bother me? It's not a personal thing. I have nothing
against the Magi as individuals, I'm sure. It's just that they weren't actually
present on the night when Jesus was born. In fact, they didn't hit the scene
until a long time later. Let's go to the text to see what I mean
.The First Christmas

The story of the first Christmas is one of those cultural touchstones with
which everyone seems familiar. Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem—the "City of David" and Joseph's ancestral home—because Caesar
Augustus declared a census (Luke 2:1). Mary was advanced in her
pregnancy, but the young couple had to go anyway. They made it to
Bethlehem just in time for the birth of Mary's child. Unfortunately, there
were no rooms available at any of the inns throughout the village. As a
result, baby Jesus was ultimately born in a stable or animal shelter.
That's important when it comes to placing the timeline of the wise men:
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the
time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them.
Luke 2:4-7
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Now, you're probably wondering if I've forgotten about another group
of individuals commonly present in modern nativity scenes: the
shepherds. I haven't forgotten about them. In fact, I approve of their
presence in nativity scenes because they did indeed see Jesus on the
night of His birth.They were there:
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”16 So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. Luke 2:15-18
As a newborn, Jesus was placed in a manger because there was no
room in a proper shelter. And He was in that manger when the
shepherds visited. Not so with the Wise Men, however.
A Long Time Later
We're introduced to the Wise Men (or Magi) in the Gospel of Matthew:
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”Matthew 2:1-2
Now, that word "after" at the beginning of verse 1 is kind of
ambiguous. How long after? A day? A week? A few years?Fortunately,
we can infer from two pieces of evidence in the text that the Wise Men
visited Jesus at least a year after His birth, and probably closer to two
years. First, notice the details of Jesus' location when the Wise Men did
show up bearing their gifts:
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were
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overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they
returned to their country by another route. Matthew 2:9-12
See that? "On coming to the house." Jesus was no longer "lying in a
manger." Instead, Mary and Joseph had been residents of Bethlehem long
enough to rent or purchase a proper house. They had settled into the
community after their long journey—probably unwilling to make a long
trek back that would be dangerous for their young (and miraculous) son.
But how long had they been in that house when the Magi arrived?
Strangely enough, that question is answered by the evil plot of mad King
Herod. If you remember the story, the Magi paid Herod a visit and asked:
"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him" (Matthew 2:2). Herod was a
paranoid and ruthless king; therefore, he had no interest in a potential
rival. He told the Wise Men to find Jesus and then report back to him—
supposedly so that he could "worship" the new king as well However,
Herod's true motivations were revealed when the Wise Men slipped
through his fingers and returned to their country by another route. Look
what happened next:
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its
vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he
had learned from the Magi.Matthew 2:16
The reason Herod set his target on boys who were "two years old and
under" was that the Magi had given him the date when they saw Jesus star
(v. 2) and began their journey toward Jerusalem. His decision was "in
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi."
When the Wise Men finally met with Jesus, He would no longer have
been a newborn lying in a manger. Instead, He was a miraculous toddler
between 1 and 2 years old.
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One final sidenote: people often talk about there being three Wise Men
who met with Jesus, but the Bible never actually gives a number. The
Wise Men brought three gifts before Jesus— gold, frankincense, and
myrrh—but that doesn't necessarily mean there were only three men.
There may have been an entire caravan of Magi who came to worship the
King.
Moving Forward
In all seriousness, I think the Magi are a fascinating addition to the
Christmas story. Their presence indicates that Jesus wasn't born as Savior
only for the Jews. Rather, He had come as the Savior of the entire world.
He was an international King, and He drew an international following
within 2 years of His life on earth.
Still, I do prefer to be biblically accurate whenever possible. And for that
reason, you'll never see a nativity scene in my home that includes Wise
Men—three or otherwise.
***************************************

Even More Christmas Crackers
What’s a child’s favourite king at Christmas? A stoc-king!
Why did the turkey cross the road? Because it was the chicken’s
day off!
When is a boat just like snow? When it’s adrift!
Why is it getting harder to buy Advent calendars? Their days are
numbered!
Who is Santa’s favourite singer? Elf-is Presley!
What did the stamp say to the Christmas card? Stick with me and
we’ll go places!

When Christians Die
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We remember the family and friends of all those who have died
throughout out the country due to the Covid 19. Remembering
especially June Arran a regular member of St Margret’s
bellringers she will be sadly missed as well as others from
our church family
9th November. Joann Tandy. Age 89.
1st December. Sydney Evetts. Age 94.
9th December. Elizabeth Jeffs.
16th December Joyce Dyson. Age 86.
Dying brings us into Christ’s presence. Death hastens us into the
presence of Christ and our coronation as His precious people.
Death temporarily separates us from our bodies, but it unites our
souls to Christ in a new and wonderful way. We will see Him as He
is (1 John 3:2). No longer will we see Him through a dark lens, but
we will see Him face-to-face (1 Cor. 13:12).
, Christians do not have to die, but they do die in order to have
communion with Christ’s sufferings, to experience Christ’s grace, to
be made into Christ’s image, to witness for Christ’s glory, and to
bring them into Christ’s presence. The Christian’s death may on the
surface look like the death of the non-Christian, but it is essentially
and wonderfully different.

For those who have died
Almighty and eternal God,
From whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13,
Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five.
26, Enigma. 27, Drench.
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10,
Excel. 11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan.
20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, Leah.
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Angels and Demons
This is a new series not about the Dan Brown best seller but we will
be looking at what the bible says about Angels and Demons In
November we looked at “What are Angels according to the Bible? This
month we look at Demons

What are demons according to the Bible?
Demons are evil/fallen angels who follow Satan instead of God. When
Satan was cast out of heaven, the demons fell with him instead of
staying in their place as God's ministers of good. Somehow, evil was
found in them (Ezekiel 28:15). A description of the fall of Satan and his
demons can be found in Revelation 12:9, which says "And the great
dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to
the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him." Satan's fall is
also shown, symbolically, in Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-15.
Revelation 12:4 could perhaps indicate that a third of the angels fell
with Satan, but this is not explicitly stated. The sin of the angels is also
mentioned in Jude 1:6-7. Because verse 7 compares the angels' sins to
the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah (i.e. "pursued unnatural desire") this
passage can be interpreted as a reference to those demons who came to
earth and engaged in sexual activity with human women, producing the
Nephilim (Genesis 6:4).
What is the purpose of demons? Just as God's angels are sent to praise
Him and aid believers, Satan and his demons are bent on the
besmirching of God's name in the earth and the destruction and
deception of all those who love and serve Him (1 Peter 5:8; 2
Corinthians 4:4, 11:14-15). The Bible calls demons "evil spirits" and
"unclean" (Matthew 10:1; Mark 1:27) and asserts that they are indeed
the angels of Satan (Revelation 12:9). Satan and his demons also attack
Christians (2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 5:8) and do battle with the holy
angels
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(Revelation 12:4-9). Demons, like the holy angels, are spiritual beings
that can sometimes take on physical form (2 Corinthians 11:14-15).
The demons are powerful, and the Bible indicates that any human
being who trifles with them is entering foolish and dangerous territory
(2 Peter 2:10-12; Acts 19:13-16). However, though the demons/fallen
angels are enemies of God and humanity, they are defeated enemies.
Satan may be the prince of this world, but greater is He who is in us
than those who are in the world (Ephesians 2:2; 1 John 4:4).

Do demons exist?
Demons are fallen angels and, yes, they do exist (Revelation 12:3–4).
Some false gods in the Bible are referred to as demons (2 Chronicles
11:15; Deuteronomy 32:17). The Bible also refers to them as "evil
spirits" and "unclean spirits."
Demons were initially angels in heaven, but they were cast out when
they sided with the Devil over God, becoming his demons instead:
"that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and
his angels were thrown down with him" (Revelation 12:9). The Bible
does not provide physical descriptors of demons, but if they were to
appear in physical form, they would probably look more appealing
and enticing than frightening. The Bible says that there is no truth in
Satan, only deception: "even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light" (2 Corinthians 11:14; John 8:44). Satan is a deceiver, through
and through, so his demons who followed him out of heaven are
deceptive in nature, as well.
Because they are former angels, demons have the same power as
angels, though it seems that God has limited them to an extent
(2 Thessalonians 2:6–7). Demons primarily exert spiritual influence;
however, the presence of demons can manifest in a physical way. For
example, in Mark 5, Jesus meets a demon possessed man whose
demonic presence in the mind led to him being physically insane.
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The man could not be physically subdued, even with chains and
shackles; his strength was likely enabled by the demons that possessed
him. When Jesus delivered the man of the demons that were tormenting
him, the man's physical body responded as well, "And they came to
Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the
legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind" (Mark 5:1–15). The
spiritual power demons exert can have physical effects, but that does
not mean that all physical ailments or situations are spiritual or demonic
in nature (Matthew 10:1; Luke 8:2).
Demons follow Satan and do his work. Just as "your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour" (1 Peter
5:8), demons also look to spread Satan's deception and destruction. This
is why, as Christians, we are to: "Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places" (Ephesians
6:11–12).
When we recognize that we are in a spiritual battle, we are able to fight
against the schemes of the Devil and his demons. We do not need to
fear, for when we are in Christ we have power over the Devil, because
of the Spirit of God that dwells within us: "Little children, you are from
God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world" (1 John 4:4).

Are demons and fallen angels the same thing?
The Bible clearly speaks of demons or evil spirits, but what are they?
Are demons fallen angels?
Perhaps the clearest answer can be found in Revelation 12:9: "And the
great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the
devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him." This verse
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states Satan is the devil and the serpent from Genesis 3. He was thrown
down to earth with his "angels." The evil spirits or demons described in
the Bible appear to be angels who joined Satan in his rebellion against
God.
Another helpful passage is found in Matthew 25:41. Jesus teaches,
"Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels." Those with the devil are called angels, the same beings
called demons or evil spirits in other passages. Therefore, we can conclude demons are fallen angels.
When did these angels "fall"? The timing of their fall is not made exactly
clear in the Bible. However, some indications are given. For example,
Satan appears in the form of a serpent to Eve in Genesis 3. Since demons
are fallen angels who joined Satan when he rebelled, they must have
fallen prior to the events in Genesis 3. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 also
mention Satan's fall as a past event.
In fact, it is most likely that this fall occurred shortly before the
temptation in the Garden of Eden. Satan would have wasted little time
after leaving God's presence to tempt those made in God's image. The
best answer is that some angels became demons or fallen angels
sometime between God's creation of the heavens and the earth in Genesis
1:1 and the temptation in Genesis 3.
During the time of Jesus on earth, much activity took place by demons.
Still today, many reports are made of activities by evil spirits. Ephesians
6:12 clearly teaches our battle is against spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. Demonic spirits will continue to operate during the
judgment of the tribulation period as well.
However, demonic activity will be defeated at the return of Christ at the
Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:17-21). After the 1,000-year
millennial kingdom, there will be one final battle at which Christ and
those with Him will defeat Satan and those with him for good (Revelation
20). The curse will end and a new heaven and earth will be created where
all of God's people will dwell with Him forever.

From The Archive
From St Margaret’s Parish Magazine
December 1945
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Holy Baptism
Nov 11th
Richard son of Walter Thomas Frederick and Ethel Hassan
Susan Mary Daughter of Thomas Frederick and Ethel Hassan
Nov 18th
Geoffrey Frederick son of Frederick and Lucy Iris Stilgoe
Nov 25th
David Lawrence son of Joseph Lawrence and Gladys Lydia
Wood

From The Archive
From St Margaret’s Parish Magazine
December 1970
Christian Batptism
“ Received into the Congregation”
Philip Brian Clarke 281 Tachbrook Road
Tracy Cockbaine 11 halls Close
Jonathan Roger Davis 89 Moorhill Road

Christian Burial and Cremation
“ I an the resurrection and the life “
November 2nd
Amy Wyatt Aged 79 years 65 Tachbrook Street
***************************************
Christmas is in my heart 12 months a year, and thanks to credit cards,
it’s on my Visa card statement 12 months a year as well.
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Christmas Recipe
Christmas Stollen Squares

Ingredients
For the fruit
50g raisins
50g glacé cherries, halved
1 tbsp rum
For the biscuit base
150g butter
75g caster sugar
225g plain flour
Pinch of salt
For the cake layer
100g butter, at room temperature
100g caster sugar
2 eggs, beaten
¼ tsp almond extract
100g self-raising flour
150g marzipan, coarsely grated
For the icing
30g icing sugar
1-2 tsp cold water

Instructions
1 )A few hours before baking (or
the night before), pour boiling water
over the raisins and leave them for
5 minutes. Drain well, then stir in
the glacé cherries and rum. Cover
and leave for a few hours, or overnight.
2)When ready to start baking,
preheat the oven to 180°C/Gas 4.
Put the glass fibre rectangular baking pan onto a baking sheet.
3)To make the biscuit base, cream
the butter and sugar together until
combined (there’s no need for it to
be light and fluffy). Work in the
flour and salt with a wooden spoon.
Knead for a few seconds until
smooth. Press into the glass fibre
pan in an even layer, using the back

Bake for 15 minutes, then remove from the oven and leave to cool for 10
minutes.
4)For the cake layer, beat the butter and sugar together until light and
fluffy, then gradually beat in the eggs. Stir in the almond extract, then fold
in the flour using a large metal spoon. Stir in the rum-soaked fruits
5.)Sprinkle the marzipan evenly over the biscuit base, then spoon the cake
mixture on top, spreading it out. Bake for a further 30-35 minutes, until
evenly browned on the surface. Cool completely.
6)Mix the icing sugar with a little water to make a glacé icing. Turn the
cake out and drizzle the icing over the surface. Cut into squares and serve.
Tip: You can adapt this recipe to make a simple shortbread – just follow
the recipe for the biscuit base, then bake for about 25 minutes. You can also make this recipe in a couple of loose-based sandwich tins – it fits perfectly divided in two 6″/15cm ones.

Church Contacts
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For more information about
what’s on at St Margaret’s go to
our web site
stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk
The Deadline for the February
Edition will be:Friday 29th January
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Safeguarding St Margaret's Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. A copy of
the Parish Safeguarding statement can be found on the parish website https://stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk . If
you have any concerns about safeguarding in the parish then contact the Rector or the Parish Safeguarding Officer
William Clemmey - william.clemmey@gmail.com 07922508913 or our Deputy Safeguarding Officer Jean Fisher
jean.fisher46@btinternet.com All PCC members and Sunday School and youth leaders and staff are DBS checked.
As a PCC we have adopted the latest Parish Safeguarding Policy and have due regard to the House of
Bishops’guidance in relation to safeguarding. As a PCC we are currently working through the Parish Safeguarding
Action Plan to ensure that we are fully compliant with all current legislation.

