
Camel Post
There will be no camel post this Christmas

Due to the current covid situation the camel post has been suspended
further information will follow
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The Rector’s page

Dear Friends,

“The benefit of hindsight…..”

We will be familiar with phrases such as these: “In retrospect….”.
“On reflection….” Often, they are phrases which are said with a tinge
of regret, maybe even remorse, as we realise that we have not said or
done something as we could or should. I expect that Esau, with the
benefit of hindsight, would not have sold his birthright to his scheming
brother Jacob! It proved impossible to change what had happened even
though later he tried hard to do so.

God chooses not to give us “foresight” concerning all that may or will
happen to us. He does not always reveal to us all the consequences of
our actions to us in advance of our doing something.  There are at least
two reasons for that. The first is that He wants us to live by faith and
trust. This means praying first and acting second wherever possible and
necessary. The second is that He wants us to ask for wisdom as a gift.
Wisdom is not only the correct use of knowledge; it is also being open
to the Holy Spirit giving us wisdom that we may not have acquired by
experience or knowledge. It is a spiritual gift. The older I get the more I
realise that I need it! In the conundrums and perplexities of life, I need
help outside of myself that I cannot find within myself. On occasions
God will tell us what is coming by way of a prophesy, but that tends to
be the exception rather than the rule. My old Vicar used to speak of the
value of “sanctified common sense.”  John Wesley, one of the founders
of Methodism, one time said that whenever he felt that God was leading
him to do something, God usually presented his mind with good
reasons to do that thing

In respect to life with coronavirus, we are on a journey through
uncharted territory. There has never been such a widespread pandemic
as this one. Modern means of travel have ensured that. In retrospect
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maybe aspects of managing the consequences of the outbreak may have
been done better or differently. But we are all on a steep learning curve,
and the Biblical exhortation to “bear with one another” and to be
forgiving applies, - maybe particularly to our governmental leaders and
those in authority. They need our prayers and appropriate support.

Closely related to hindsight is perspective. Perspective is that which
enables us to see things in proportion and in context. It helps us
evaluate and compare things accurately. I will forever be grateful for
the fact that I have had the opportunity to spend five years of my life
living amongst some of the poorest (materially) but humble (making
them rich in other ways) people in the world. Semi-nomadic
pastoralists living in a semi-desert. While some were rich in livestock,
most were not. Living without modern conveniences and technology
for a few years helped to form my perspectives and in turn reactions to
things that happen to me now. Seeing the people around me endure and
cope with situations of hardship and tragedy on a daily basis made me
take stock of what I have been privileged to experience most of my life
by way of more comfortable circumstances here in the UK. That’s not
to say that such trials don’t affect people here, of course they do. But
wider scale communal hardship for many was the norm there.
A few years ago, we had an American visitor to our Church who spoke
at one of our services. Randall Ray. He is a missionary in Beirut.
Providentially he was not in his flat beside the port when the explosion
killing nearly 200 people and leaving more injured and even more
homeless occurred. (He had been due to be there, but “inexplicably” his
flight back to Beirut the day before the explosion had been cancelled,
meaning he was kept out of harm’s way.). Friends in Beirut sent him a
video of his totally destroyed flat, leading to the inevitable “what if I
had been there” question. Do pray for Randall as he waits for the right
opportunity to return and be amongst his people there.

It so happened that the week after this event I was sitting chatting to
some people outside their flats. They were bemoaning the issues that
they had with the environment surrounding their very nice flats: leaves
to sweep up. Sometimes inconsiderate parking outside in the road etc.  I
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thought for a moment and said: “But at least you still have a flat to live
in!” and recounted what had happened to our friend the previous week.
We all went quiet as we pondered this: Our lack of perspective on our
(often relatively minor) problems in the light of the greater problems or
sufferings of others. We thought of the old chorus: “Count your blessings,
name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the Lord has done.”

So when hindsight makes us regretful or when our perspectives are
wrong, may the God of grace grant us grace to count our blessings and to
be thankful, grateful people such as befits recipients of His grace through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The number attending our 10am Sunday morning service has been
gradually increasing which is great. Before we get to the point where it's
not possible to socially distance as required, the PCC to re-start the
Thursday Morning 10.30am BCP Holy Communion The Church will also
be open for prayer between 10am and Noon every Thursday,
incorporating this service too. All welcome.

Keep safe. Keep well! Your friend,    Richard.

80 years on, we still need courage and endurance

This year is the 80th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain – when the horrors of the
Luftwaffe bombs were heavy over British
skies. On this Remembrance Day we can
only imagine the terror of living in
Coventry, in Liverpool, in London during
those months, 80 years ago. It must have
seemed like the beginning of the end of
the world.
German Luftwaffe bombers virtually destroyed the city of Coventry –
including its medieval cathedral – 80 years ago this month, on
14th November 1940.
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Coventry was targeted by ‘Operation Moonlight Sonata’ as an industrial
city, but more than 4300 homes were destroyed and about two-thirds of
the city’s buildings were damaged. There were many direct hits on the
cathedral, and flames spread quickly. More than 550 people were killed
and over 850 badly injured, with nearly 400 sustaining lesser injuries.

There would have been more casualties, but many citizens left at night to
sleep in nearby towns or villages after earlier air raids. Rumours that
Churchill knew of the raid in advance but declined to take precautions to
prevent the Germans knowing their code had been broken were later
shown to be misguided.
Joseph Goebbels later used the term coventriert (‘coventried’) to describe
high levels of destruction in other towns.

The cathedral was left as a ruin, still standing today as a reminder of the
bombing. A new cathedral was built close alongside in the 1950s,
designed by the architect Basil Spence. The Queen laid its foundation
stone in 1956. It was consecrated in 1962, and Benjamin Britten’s War
Requiem was composed to mark the occasion.

It is a good time to stop and thank God that in the end, evil did not
prevail. Hitler did not win the battle to dominate Europe. His expected
‘rule of a 1000 years’ lasted a mere 12 years (1933 to 1945). And we can
thank God for the courage and endurance of our fathers and grandfathers,
our mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such towering darkness
and destruction.

Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed, arrogance and
desire for domination have not gone away. There are still battles to be
fought for our land, major problems to be solved. Coronavirus, economic
uncertainty, terrorism, climate warming…  the threats are different from
Hitler, but our need for courage, endurance and perseverance is the same.

It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, to turn to God in
repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him more
clearly’. It is a good time to be ready to serve our God and serve our
neighbour in whatever ways lie open before us.
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The Coventry Litany of Reconciliation

The Litany of Reconciliation was written by Canon Joseph Poole in 1958
and today is prayed regularly by The Community of the Cross of
Nails members around the world, and by many others on an occasional
basis. While framed around the seven deadly sins, it serves as a reminder
that when we pray about the problems of the world around us, we need to
begin by acknowledging the roots of those problems in our own hearts.
The Litany is prayed, in a short ceremony taking at most ten minutes, at
noon each weekday in Coventry Cathedral and in the Cathedral ruins on
Fridays, and absolutely anyone is very welcome to join us.

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from
class,
FATHER FORGIVE
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their
own,
FATHER FORGIVE
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the
earth,
FATHER FORGIVE
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
FATHER FORGIVE
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,
FATHER FORGIVE
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
FATHER FORGIVE
he pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
FATHER FORGIVE
Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.

Camel Post

There will be no camel post this Christmas



8 From The Archive
From St Margaret’s Parish Magazine

November 1945

Holy Baptism
Oct  21st

Eric Anthony,son of William Thomas and Ada Ethel Tew

Holy Matrimony
Sept 29th

Robert Reardon and Gwendoline Griffin
Oct 20th

Richard Gerald Spencer and Jean Mary Franklin
Frederick Charles Goodchild and Barbara Maisie Cox

In Memoriam
Oct 10th

Hannah Richards Aged 85 years

From The Archive
From St Margaret’s Parish Magazine

November 1970

Christian Baptism
“ received into the Congregation”

October 4th

Ian Cameron Sparrow        Scarborough
Allun James Browne 102 Home farm Crescent

October 18th

Sharon Denise Hatfield 225 Brunswick Street
Timothy David Sparks 49 Ashford Gardens

Trina Louise Jelfs 23 Ashford Gardens
Paul Winchester  Milverton
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From The Archive

From St Margaret’s Parish Magazine
November 1970

Christian Marriage
“ Those whom God hath joined together”

September 26th

Robert James Taylor and Jacqueline  Roberts
Derek Robinson and Linda  Joyce Woodward

October 3rd

Stephen William Robbins and Anne Montgomery
October 24th

Alan Peter Wood and Jennifer Lilian Hughes

Christian Burial and Cremation
“I am the Resurrection and the life”

September 28th

Robert George Walls aged 86 years 34 Landor Road
October 8th

Fanny Letitia  Lloyd Agedv 74 years 80 Murcott  Road
October 9th

Susan Smith Aged 87 Years 4 Church Close
October 14th

Henry Robert Stevens Aged 64 years 31Southway

****************************************
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When Christians Die

We remember the family and friends of  all those who have
died  throughout out the country due to the Covid 19. Remem-

bering                               especially from our church family

Eveline Pope

John said in Revelation 21:2, “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God.” The New Jerusalem that Je-
sus is preparing for us will descend out of the current Heaven and re-
side on a recreated Earth. That is our ultimate destination as believers.
But the moment Christians die, we immediately depart from this
world into the presence of God. How do I know that?

Look at what the Scripture says about the immediacy of our entrance
into God’s presence. There is no soul sleep. A Christian goes
immediately into the presence of God. In Luke 23:43, Jesus said to
the thief on the cross who had just exercised faith, “Today you shall
be with Me in Paradise.” Acts 7:59 says, “Stephen . . . called on the
Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’” But the seminal pas-
sage in the Bible that describes what happens to Christians when they
die is 2     Corinthians 5:1. Paul said in this passage that if our earthly
body is torn down, then we have a body from God that is eternal. Paul
said our     bodies are like a tent. Who wants to live in a tent for eter-
nity? Our     bodies are a temporary dwelling, a tent that will be put
away one day.

Then Paul said in verse 6, “While we are at home in the body we are
absent from the Lord.” We cannot be in two locations at once. As
long as we are here, we cannot also be in Heaven with God. That is
what Paul was saying. We think this world is our home, but it is not.
It is a temporary location. Yes, we have people we love here. Yes,
God has given us an assignment here. But it is temporary. As long as
we are here, we are not at home with the Lord. Paul went on to say in
verse 8,
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“We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord.” He was saying, “I prefer to be
once for all absent from the body so that I can be once for all at home
with the Lord.” That is what happens to Christians when we die. The
moment we leave this body, we are forever at home with the Lord.

When you die, your spirit goes to be with the Lord awaiting the final
resurrection body you will receive at the Rapture. In 1 Thessalonians
4:16, Paul said, “The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first.” Who are the dead in Christ? They are
Christians who have already died. Their spirits are in Heaven, their
bodies are in the ground, but at the Rapture their bodies will be raised
and then that generation of believers who are alive at that time will also
be caught up, and together they will meet the Lord in the air. The Lord
will descend, you and I who are in Heaven with God will descend, and
1 Corinthians 15:52 says at that moment, “in the twinkling of an eye, . .
. the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” At the
Rapture we will receive a brand-new body that is forever free from
suffering and death.

       **********************************************

Fire in church

The town’s fire prevention officer was conducting a health and safety
course at the local church. The officer said to the minister: “Now imag-
ine this: it is a Sunday morning and you have a number of people,
spread socially distanced, throughout your church building. Some are
in the choir stalls, some are in the kitchen, and some are in the nave.
Suddenly, a big fire breaks out. What are the first steps you would
take?”

The minister thought carefully for a moment. “Really big ones,” he
said.
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God in the Sciences

God of the mountains, God of the valleys

Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda-
tion? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off
its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched
a measuring line across it? On what were its
footings set, or who laid its cornerstone … The
earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its fea-
tures stand out like those of a garment… Have
you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked
in the recesses of the deep?
Job 38:4–7, 14, 16 (NIV)

These verses from the biblical book of Job focus on the Earth, from the top
of the highest mountains to the deepest valleys of the sea floor. Job used to
have a very comfortable life, but lost everything: health, children, and
much of his property. He can see no obvious reason for this terrible turn of
events, so he demands an answer from God, asking “What have I done to
you…? Why have you made me your target?”

There is no direct reply to Job’s question, but instead a long conversation
with his friends who assume (wrongly) that he must be being punished for
doing something very bad. When God finally speaks, He draws Job’s
attention to his surroundings. The sun, moon and stars, the immensity of
land and sea, the creatures that inhabit them, and the processes that
produce weather are a wonderful display of God’s creative power. God is
the origin and sustainer of all these things, and they are far beyond
anything humankind could produce, fully understand or imagine – even
today.

The things we do know about the processes described in Job can help us
appreciate how marvellous they are. Mountains are produced by the move-
ment of the Earth’s rocky crust over great periods of time. Erosion by
weathering or glaciers then grinds down those rocks to produce the mineral
component of soil.
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Considering the wider perspective of creation can help restore our
sense of who we are, who God is, and where we fit into His purposes.
God speaks to Job in the midst of his suffering, lifting his eyes to the
power and creativity of his Maker. Only after this theology lesson are
Job’s practical needs addressed. What will life be like for us over the
coming months? A constant check on our own thinking – reminding
ourselves of the bigger picture of God’s plans and purposes – might be
just what we need to help us keep going.
This article drew very directly on the writing of Prof Bob White in New
Daylight (BRF, Sept-Dec 2020), and the input of a Bible study group
based in Cambridge

    ******************************
Poppy Appeal 2020

Look out for the Poppy Appeal again this year, but not so much via
street collections. Instead, the Royal British Legion will focus on con-
tactless donations, as a safer way forward during the pandemic.

One such method will be ‘point of sale donations’. This means that
when you shop at your supermarket and reach the till or online, you
may be invited to round up your total to the nearest pound to help the
Poppy Appeal.

A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The Poppy Appeal
2020 is very much still going ahead”, but that “the safety and wellbeing
of our volunteers, staff and members is paramount.

This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have
been advised “not to take part in activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal
that would expose them to any additional risks while coronavirus is still
present.”

And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the Armed Forces Commu-
nity are suffering significant hardship as a result of the Covid-19 out-
break and we at the Royal British Legion will do everything we
possibly can to support them.”
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The Does God Exist? Series

In this series we are looking at  The Existance of God In July/ August we
considered Does God Exist and  last  month we looked at cosmological
argument support the existence of God? this month we consider ;-

How does the moral argument support the existence of God?

How do you know if something is morally right or wrong? How can you
ground a belief that says acts such as torturing an innocent child, rape,
murder, racism, and other such things are objectively immoral? By
"objectively," we mean that such acts are immoral in a way that goes
beyond personal opinion or feelings; they are immoral whether anyone
thinks they are or not. It may surprise you to know that, without God, it
is impossible to have objective moral values. Instead, unless God exists,
all that is left is mere emotive opinions.

Those who do not believe in God object to such an assertion and say that
a person does not need to acknowledge any kind of deity to understand
moral right and wrong. And, they are right. Human beings do not need to
believe in God to discern moral duties or understand that objective moral
values exist. But, that has never been the argument of those who believe
in God. Instead, the Christian argument is that in order to ground an
objective moral law, you need to have a transcendent source of those
values.

This truth is acknowledged by leading atheists. For example, the famous
nihilist philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche said: "You have your way, I
have my way. As for the right way, it does not exist." Richard Dawkins,
a leading voice of atheism, says, "Humans have always wondered about
the meaning of life...life has no higher purpose than to perpetuate the
survival of DNA...life has no design, no purpose, no evil and no good,
nothing but blind pitiless indifference."

Why do intellectually honest atheists admit that, without God, objective
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atheistic philosophy to its natural conclusion. If there's such a thing as
evil, you must assume there's such a thing as good. If you assume there's
such a thing as good, you assume there's such a thing as an absolute and
unchanging moral law on the basis of which to differentiate between
good and evil. If you assume there's such a thing as an absolute moral
law, you must posit an absolute moral law giver, but that would be God –
the one whom the atheist is trying to disprove. So now rewind: if there's
not a moral law giver, there's no moral law. If there's no moral law,
there's no good. If there's no good, there's no evil. Which is just what
Richard Dawkins admits to.

At issue are the requirements for being able to have objective moral
laws. Three things are needed: (1) an absolute and unchanging authority;
(2) an absolute and unchanging standard; (3) absolute truth. Atheism and
naturalism admit to nothing being absolute, that everything is random,
and that everything is changing. In such an environment, no one can ever
be sure anything is truly and objectively right or wrong.

Without an unchanging, absolute authority that uses an unchanging,
absolute standard, which is based on the right and unchanging truth,
ethics simply becomes emotive and opinion. Rape doesn't become
wrong, but rather the strongest statement that can be made about it is, "I
don't like rape." C. S. Lewis put is simply when he said: "A man does not
call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line." For those
without God, that unchanging straight line does not exist.

However, the rub comes from the fact that every human being recognizes
moral absolutes. They may not practice them, but they understand and
acknowledge them. There is a difference in what a culture and its people
are doing and what they ought to do; a difference between something
that is descriptive and that which is prescriptive. And one thing that
history has shown is that humanity recognizes universal right and wrong.
Acknowledging this, atheist philosopher Louise Antony has stated: "Any
argument against the objective reality of moral values will be based on
premises that are less obvious than the existence of objective moral
values themselves." Antony is correct. No one can name a land where,
for example, lying is praised and honesty belittled.
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Where does this universal understanding of moral right and wrong come
from – an understanding that transcends human opinion? Why does a
small child immediately know when they've been treated unfairly or
know that it is wrong to have something stolen from them? They know
because there is a universal moral law that has been intrinsically woven
into them by their Creator. This fact produces what is called the moral
argument for the existence of God, which can be stated in the following
way:

• Laws imply a Law Giver
• There is an objective Moral Law
• Therefore, there is a Moral Law Giver

True objective moral good cannot be defined without purpose, and pur-
pose cannot be defined without a cause. Without God – the cause of eve-
rything – all that is left is time + matter + chance. And such a
combination only produces chaos; not an absolute moral framework.

Poet Steve Turner spells out this awful conclusion – what morals really
equate to in a world without God – in his poem entitled Creed, which
ends with these words:

If chance be the Father of all flesh,
Disaster is his rainbow in the sky,

And when you hear
State of Emergency!

Sniper Kills Ten!
Troops on Rampage!
Whites go Looting!

Bomb Blasts School!
It is but the sound of man worshiping his maker."

Next month the last in this series  Does god Exist we  look at
Why does God require faith?
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From The Rectorye

St James The Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

Your suggestion that we should hold a spon-
sored hymn-singing bicycle ride through the
village as a way of raising money was
  well-meant, but I am not wholly convinced it would suit our clientele
here at St James the Least of All.

You may have musical bike rides, but we have Bridge drives, although
socially distanced at the moment, of course. But even at two metres
apart, our Bridge games are generally as amiable and peaceful as bear
baiting. Half of those attending will see the afternoon as an opportunity
to catch up on local gossip and to exchange knitting patterns, the game
of cards being a minor hindrance to these other activities. The other half
arrive primed for a battle to the death, reluctantly conceding that eye-
gouging is not allowed. They will demand total silence – which is
wholly ignored by those at the tables discovering what Mrs Trumping-
ton confided to Lady Driver halfway through ‘Onward Christian Sol-
diers’ at last Sunday’s Mattins. The congregation is eternally grateful to
Mrs Mitchell, who as a former mill worker is able to lip read

Refreshments have been hit hard by Covid-19 of course, and the fact
that everyone has to bring their own sandwich and drink has rather
spoilt the fun. Usually half our players regard lunchtime as an opportu-
nity to put jam on the cards, spill tea on the score cards and make sure
that the other tables get the egg and cress sandwiches while they corner
the boiled ham; the others usually see it as an unwelcome interruption
to the serious business of slaughtering their opponents. It is so sad that
Covid-19 has halted this merry comradery.

As for drawing the raffle, it is the adult equivalent of ringing the school
bell at going-home time. Half the players will immediately dash off to
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relay newly mined seams of gossip throughout the village, leaving the
others holding reproachful post-mortems with their partners over their
bidding mistakes.

Reproaches are never too violent, however, since the chances are that
they will all be meeting again the following afternoon round a socially
distanced card table at another location, for yet another re-enactment of
the slaughter at Agincourt. The only difference will be that the French
and English were not entertained with tea and sandwiches at half time.

Your loving uncle,    Eustace

                    **********************************

Lord, prop us up!

There is a story of an old farmer who always prayed the same prayer at
his church meeting. ‘Lord, prop us up on our leanin’ side’. After
hearing this many times, his minister asked him one day quite what he
meant.

The famer replied: “Well, it’s like this… I’ve got an old barn out in one
of my fields. It’s been there a long time, and gone through a lot of
storms. One day a few years ago I noticed that it was leaning to one side
a bit. So, I went and got some poles and propped it up on its leaning
side, so it wouldn’t fall. Then I got to thinking about how much I was
like that old barn. I’ve been around a long time, and seen plenty of
storms in life. I was still standing, but I was also leaning a bit. So, I
decided to ask the Lord to prop me up, too, on my leaning side.

Our ‘leaning side’ is where we are weakest in ourselves. Sometimes we
get to leaning toward anger, bitterness, bleakness in life. Then we too
need to pray for God to prop us up, especially on that leaning side.  He
wants us to stand tall and free, in Him.
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Word Cryptogram Puzzle

Famous Bible Verse

The sentence below is encrypted using a secret code. Your job is to break
the code by substituting letters for the symbols.

Here are a few clues: N = a Z = e F = i P = o W = u

 4 NRT OZ UONGG EWTLZ

NXPRL IOZ RNIFPRU NRT

UONGG DZYWMZ XNRK

BZPBGZ NRT IOZK UONGG

YZNI IOZFD UCPDTU FRIP

BGPCUONDZU NRT IOZFD

UBZNDU FRIP

BDWRFRLOPPMU RNIFPR

UONGG RPI GFVI WB UCPDT

NLNFRUI RNIFPR RZFIOZD

UONGG IOZK GZNDR CND

NRK XPDZ

See solution on page 32
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Solution page 32

Across

1  ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He had given — , he
broke it’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (6)
4  ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His — over me is love’
(Song of Songs 2:4) (6)
8  Surrey town that hosts the National Christian Resources Exhibition
(5)
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Crossword Clues  November 2020

9  Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)
10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)
11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to be
smeared (Ezekiel 45:19) (9)
17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and make agreements’
(Hosea 10:4) (5)
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on
his first missionary journey (Acts 16:6) (7)
21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)
22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to his
voice’ (John10:3) (6)
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the
cross (John 19:29) (6)

Down
1  Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and filled
it with water (1 Kings 18:32) (6)
2  ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7)
3  Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)
5  Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight of
the blinded Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)
6  and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait
(Joel 2:4) (6)
7  A three (anag.) (6)
9  Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22) (9)
13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)
14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)
15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)
16 See 6 Down (6)
18 Paste (anag.) (5)
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5)
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This month Scotland remembers one of the very first disciples of Jesus.
St Andrew is honoured not for any mighty deeds of his own, but for his
love of introducing people to Jesus.  He went straight off and introduced
his brother Peter to the Saviour, and followed that up by bringing
Nathanael/Bartholomew to Jesus. ‘Better Together’ seems to have been
his slogan, too! ‘We have found the Messiah!’, he told them, unable to
keep the good news to himself.  Andrew’s connection with Scotland
dates back to the claimed translation of his remains from Patras in
Achaia to Scotland in the eighth century The church in Fife where these
remains were buried became a place of pilgrimage during the tenth
century. All of this may be no more than pious legend,  but that St
Andrew was highly regarded in Scotland and became its patron saint is
beyond doubt.
Scotland,disciples.Jesus,Andrew, honoured, Peter ,Nathanael
Bartholomew ,Messiah ,Saviour ,Patras ,Archaia, eighth,
remains,translation ,Fife ,pilgrimage, tenth ,pious ,patron,
Saint ,love,  introducing ,place
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.Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel
plans. So, the husband left home and flew to southern spain on
Thursday, with his wife flying down the following day.

The husband checked into the hotel. There was a computer in his room,
so he decided to send an email to his wife. However, he accidentally left
out one letter in her email address, and without realizing his error, sent
the email.

Meanwhile, somewhere in England , a widow had just returned home
from her husband's funeral. He was a minister who was called home to
glory following a heart attack. The widow decided to check her email
expecting messages from relatives and friends. After reading the first
message, she screamed and fainted.The widow's son rushed into the
room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen
which read:

To: My Loving Wife
Subject: I've Arrived
Date: October 16,

I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have computers here
now and you are allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I've just
arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything has been
prepared for your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you
then!

Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was.

P.S. It is really hot down here!

Typing the Wrong Email Address



25Regaining Your First Love
(Revelation 2:4)

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

We can drift, drift in the current, and drift far away before we know
it.When you read Jesus' Letters to the Seven Churches in Revelation 2
and 3, you sense this drift. Once shining beacons of the gospel of Christ
in Asia, they are dimmer now.
These churches seem to have been planted by Paul's disciples during the
years of his remarkable ministry at Ephesus, AD 52-55. By the time John
writes Revelation about 95 AD, some of these churches are large and
seemingly prosperous, but not all is at it seems.

The Church at Laodicea, for example, perceives itself as rich and
prosperous, but Jesus exposes it as lukewarm -- "wretched, pitiable, poor,
blind, and naked" (Revelation 3:17b). The Church at Smyrna has the
reputation of being alive, but Jesus tells them, "You are dead"
(Revelation 3:1b).

The Church at Ephesus

The pride of the Asian churches is Ephesus, founded in the capital city of
the province by the Apostle Paul himself. Here Paul spent three years
teaching and discipling. It is a large church, made up of dozens of house
churches scattered throughout the great city. The Apostle John
ministered here too.

In Jesus' letter to the Church at Ephesus, he commends it for its works,
its toil, its patient endurance. It is an orthodox church, recognizing false
apostles and exposing them. It has rejected the heretical doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, a group that advocates sexual immorality and close
association with idol worship.[2] The church stands strong in right
teaching.

But then Jesus pronounces this terrible assessment:

"Yet I hold this against you:
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You have forsaken your first love.

Remember the height from which you have fallen!
Repent and do the things you did at first.

If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place." (Revelation 2:4-5, NIV)

Forsaken Your First Love (Revelation 2:4)

What does it mean, "You have forsaken your first love"? To properly
interpret this verse we need to examine two words:

1)"Love" is agapē, the selfgiving love that Jesus and the apostles
taught. This love is expressed in two ways: first, towards God, then,
towards fellow human beings (Mark 12:28-31). They are linked, but

love for God takes priority

2)"Abandoned" (ESV, NRSV), "forsaken" (NIV), "left" (KJV) is
aphiēmi, "to move away, with implication of causing a separation,

leave, depart from," to "give up, abandon."

You've moved away from your love for me, Jesus is saying. You've
departed. Even though you haven't formally renounced your love for
me, you've seemed to give it up. You've allowed religious activity,
patient good works, to take the place of the white-hot love you had for
me when you first became my disciple.

When I write these words I feel like weeping. How disappointing for
Jesus to see us begin so well and then gradually drift from personal
devotion to him, while becoming diligent at the outward forms of our
religion. We go through the motions of faith and worship and caring
for the needy in our communities, but our heart is somehow stunted,
suppressed, quiet towards God. How very sad!

Jesus says to the Ephesians,

"I hold this against you...."could Jesus hold this against us? If so, it is
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Substituting Ministry for Love

Jesus doesn't fault the Ephesians for lack of good works, works of
ministry to the community. Indeed, they are industrious, patient,
enduring.

Rather, the Ephesians' plight reminds me of the familiar story of Mary
and Martha, Lazarus's sisters, who live in Bethany, a village near to
Jerusalem.

"As they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister

called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But
Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and
said, 'Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?

Tell her then to help me.' But the Lord answered her, 'Martha, Martha,
you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is

necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken
away from her.'" (Luke 10:38-42, ESV)

For Martha, ministry has become a substitute for spending time with
Jesus, focused on him alone. And so she complains about her do-noth-
ing sister Mary who is "so heavenly minded that she is no earthly good."
But Jesus commends Mary for prioritizing "the one thing [that] is
necessary"[5] -- sitting at Jesus' feet, listening -- the "better part."

Many is the pastor who is so busy trying to keep up with the ministry,
that he or she neglects time alone with Jesus, because "there is only so
much time in the day." When we prioritize ministry over time with
Jesus (and I've been guilty of that), we choose the poorer portion, we
have prioritized something that is not essential. What is necessary,
essential, irreplaceable, is time at Jesus' feet in prayer, praise, reading
the Word, listening, meditation. Ministry follows that.

Jesus himself sets the example for us. After healing all the sick in
Capernaum at Peter's doorstep, the next morning, Jesus is no where to
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wanting his attention, demanding healing. When the disciples finally
find Jesus, he is in a lonely place praying. He has been talking with the
Father (Mark 1:35-38). The priority is this: Father first, then ministry.

Running Dry

Without this time with Jesus, we gradually become dry. So dry! Where
once we couldn't get enough of Him, now we are too busy in good works
to notice him. We have lost our first love. The first step back to him is
recognizing our dryness for what it is.

"As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?" (Psalm 42:1-2)

"O God, you are my God;
earnestly I seek you;

my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land
where there is no water." (Psalm 63:1)

If you don't find a way to refill the well, you'll go dry.

Jesus Calls You Back to Him

Fortunately for us, Jesus loves us and understands us and calls us back to
him. Hosea talks about the times when Israel had forsaken Yahweh for

other lovers, but then God speaks:

"I am now going to allure her;
I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her.

There I will give her back her vineyards,
and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.

There she will sing as in the days of her youth,
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as in the day she came up out of Egypt." (Hosea 2:14-15)

Jesus invites you from your labors to return to his rest.

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30)

Jesus offers you rest for your soul, if you will just come and sit at his feet
again as in days past, when you first met him.

"The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!'
And let him who hears say, 'Come!'
Whoever is thirsty, let him come;

and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life."
(Revelation 22:17)

Is Abandoning Your First Love a Sin?

An old gospel hymn, often used as an invitation, goes like this:

"Come home, come home,
Ye who are weary come home

Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling, 'O sinner come home.'"

I'm not a sinner, you protest faintly. I'm not sinning! I've been faithful in
your service!

The Greatest Commandment, you know, is not about faithful service. It
calls us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Matthew
22:35-40). To neglect this love is the most insidious, easily-disguised, and
basic sort of sin there is!

Jesus calls to the Church at Ephesus: "Repent" (Revelation 2:5). Come
now. Confess to him that you have forsaken your first love and put other
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things in his place. Weep before him, as he wraps his arms around you,
and draws you in close.

Then, my friend, I encourage you to set aside time every morning for
him alone. That is one of the tangible (and enjoyable) fruits of your
repentance. Ten minutes, twenty. Singing, listening, reading, praying.
Nurture the neglected relationship, tend the flame until the love burns
bright again.

Come home, calls Jesus. It is time to come to me with your heart as you
did in the beginning. It is time, my beloved child, to come home. It is
time.

Prayer

Father, we are wayward children. Thank you for receiving us back into
your arms. Renew in us our first love, and let that flame burn bright in us.
Thank you for your mercy and grace and your free salvation. In Jesus'
name, we pray. Amen.

               *************************************

“Trick or Treat”, costumes and pumpkins?

These aspects of the Hallowe’en festivities do have mixed history, with
some coming from Christian tradition in the Middle Ages, to others being
older, Irish folktales.

Trick or treating comes from an old Middle Ages tradition called “Soul-
ing”, where children or poor families would go around knocking on peo-
ple’s houses offering prayers for their departed (who were assumed to be in
Purgatory), in exchange for “Soul cakes” – which were essentially dough-
nuts. This was common all year round for the poor, but obviously more
popular during holiday times, and was often accompanied by a song or po-
em as well as prayers.
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Carving vegetables goes back to older times, but it was usually a turnip
that was made into a lantern, and not a pumpkin. There is apparently an
old Irish legend about a man named Jack in connection to pumpkins
(hence, “Jack o’lantern”), though the connection to Halloween is much
more recent. The same for dressing up in costumes, haunted houses and
the phrase “trick or treat”. All of these things originated in the early 20th
century and eventually become commercialised throughout America and
Britain, ingraining themselves firmly into society.

Hallowe’en then, as a holiday of dressing up as something ghoulish,
carving faces into pumpkins, and trying to scare people in return for
some sweet treats, is all a relatively secular and modern invention, with
the more supernatural aspects hijacked by neo-paganism and claimed to
be the older and ancient practices.

In conclusion
If you're going to church on Oct 31st and/Nov 1st to light candles in re-
membrance of the dead and to celebrate the lives of martyrs who gave
their lives for the Faith, then great — you are keeping within ancient
Christian tradition. But if you are dressing up as ghouls and depictions of
evil and darkness, celebrating death over life, then you are partaking in
something contrary to Christ and wholly secular, with possible pagan un-
dertones.

If we are to have anything to do with the modern/secular version of
Hallowe’en, then it should be as an opportunity to share the Gospel and
be a light on a night of darkness, giving out the Good News rather than
trying to scare people, sowing seeds of Truth rather than tooth decay.

As an alternative, October 31st is also Reformation Day, as it marks the
day in which Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the Wittenberg Castle
church doors in 1517, and this year (2017) marks the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation. So if you’re Protestant, you can always celebrate that
instead.
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Crossword solution

ACROSS: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 9, Azariah. 10, Compare.
11, Ishma. 12, Doorposts. 17, Oaths. 19, Galatia. 21, Papyrus. 22,
Frail. 23, Listen. 24, Hyssop.

DOWN: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Karma. 5, Ananias. 6, Neigh. 7,
Reheat. 9, Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15, Compel. 16, Gal-

Word Cryptogram Puzzle
Famous Bible Verse   Isaiah 2.4  KJV

  4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.

Word  search solution
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34 Angels and Demons

This is a new series  not about the Dan Brown best seller  but we will be
looking at what the bible says about Angels and Demons

What are Angels according to the Bible?

Angels are created beings. They are an entirely separate type of creature
from humans. People do not become angels after death, and angels do
not become human. They are as different from us as we are from the
animals. Angels are intelligent beings (Matthew 8:29; 2 Corinthians
11:3; 1 Peter 1:12), they are emotional beings (Luke 2:13; James 2:19;
Revelation 12:17), and each has an individual personality and will
(Luke 8:28-31; 2 Timothy 2:26; Jude 6). Angels are spirit beings (He-
brews 1:14) and do not have physical bodies.

Both good and evil angels are created beings, and they do not have
imitless knowledge (Matthew 24:36). They cannot be everywhere at
once, and they are not as powerful as God. Satan (Lucifer) is still just an
angel – he is nowhere near as powerful as God. However, angels are
much more powerful than human beings and possess greater knowl-
edge. Angels understand the Bible and the world, and they believe in the
prophecies of God (James 2:19; Revelation 12:12). Even the fallen an-
gels, who hate God, are not atheists; they know that God exists. Angels
also understand humanity very well. They do not have to study the past,
for they have experienced it. There are a limited number of angels, and
they do not reproduce. The angels created at the beginning of time are
still with God, and the demons that fell at the beginning are still fallen.

Because of their longevity, we can assume that they have much greater
knowledge and understanding of God and humanity than we do. In the
case of fallen angels, or demons, we have no hope of winning argu-
ments with them unless we use the Scripture to combat their lies. By
depending on flawed and limited human understanding, we will fail
every time.

Angels, like all created beings, are subject to the will of God. The good



35angels are mobilized by God to come to the aid of believers (Hebrews
1:14). They do many other things as well,including praising and worship-
ing Him (Psalm 148:1-2; Isaiah 6:3; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 5:8-13). The
angels rejoice in God's works and they serve Him (Job 38:6-7; Psalm
103:20; Revelation 22:9). They stand before God in His presence (Job 1:6,
2:1). They proclaim God's judgments (Revelation 7:1, 8:2). They minister
to humans and sometimes bring answers to prayers (Acts 12:5-10, 8:26,
10:3). They watch Christians' work and sufferings (1 Corinthians 4:9,
11:10; Ephesians 3:10; 1 Peter 1:12). They encourage (Acts 27:23-24),
and they care for believers when they die (Luke 16:22).

Interestingly, the Bible never says that angels are created in God's image,
as humans are (Genesis 1:26), though it appears that they can take on
physical form (Genesis 6:4, 19:1). The most important things we can learn
from the holy angels is their submission to God (1 Corinthians 11:10) and
their right view of Him (Isaiah 6:3).

What are demons according to the Bible?

Demons are evil/fallen angels who follow Satan instead of God. When Sa-
tan was cast out of heaven, the demons fell with him instead of staying in
their place as God's ministers of good. Somehow, evil was found in them
(Ezekiel 28:15). A description of the fall of Satan and his demons can be
found in Revelation 12:9, which says "And the great dragon was thrown
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him." Satan's fall is also shown, symbolically, in Isaiah
14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-15.

Revelation 12:4 could perhaps indicate that a third of the angels fell with
Satan, but this is not explicitly stated. The sin of the angels is also men-
tioned in Jude 1:6-7. Because verse 7 compares the angels' sins to the sins
of Sodom and Gomorrah (i.e. "pursued unnatural desire") this passage can
be interpreted as a reference to those demons who came to earth and en-
gaged in sexual activity with human women, producing the Nephilim
(Genesis 6:4).
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What is the purpose of demons? Just as God's angels are sent to praise
Him and aid believers, Satan and his demons are bent on the besmirching
of God's name in the earth and the destruction and deception of all those
who love and serve Him (1 Peter 5:8; 2 Corinthians 4:4, 11:14-15). The
Bible calls demons "evil spirits" and "unclean" (Matthew 10:1; Mark 1:27)
and asserts that they are indeed the angels of Satan (Revelation 12:9). Sa-
tan and his demons also attack Christians (2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 5:8)
and do battle with the holy angels (Revelation 12:4-9). Demons, like the
holy angels, are spiritual beings that can sometimes take on physical form
(2 Corinthians 11:14-15).

The demons are powerful, and the Bible indicates that any human being
who trifles with them is entering foolish and dangerous territory (2 Peter
2:10-12; Acts 19:13-16). However, though the demons/fallen angels are
enemies of God and humanity, they are defeated enemies. Satan may be
the prince of this world, but greater is He who is in us than those who are
in the world (Ephesians 2:2; 1 John 4:4).

 Are demons and fallen angels the same thing?

The Bible clearly speaks of demons or evil spirits, but what are they? Are
demons fallen angels?

Perhaps the clearest answer can be found in Revelation 12:9: "And the
great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the dev-
il and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him." This verse states Satan
is the devil and the serpent from Genesis 3. He was thrown down to earth
with his "angels." The evil spirits or demons described in the Bible appear
to be angels who joined Satan in his rebellion against God.

Another helpful passage is found in Matthew 25:41. Jesus teaches, "Depart
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels." Those with the devil are called angels, the same beings called de-
mons or evil spirits in other passages. Therefore, we can conclude demons
are fallen angels.
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When did these angels "fall"? The timing of their fall is not made exactly
clear in the Bible. However, some indications are given. For example,
Satan appears in the form of a serpent to Eve in Genesis 3. Since demons
are fallen angels who joined Satan when he rebelled, they must have fall-
en prior to the events in Genesis 3. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 also mention
Satan's fall as a past event.

In fact, it is most likely that this fall occurred shortly before the tempta-
tion in the Garden of Eden. Satan would have wasted little time after
leaving God's presence to tempt those made in God's image. The best an-
swer is that some angels became demons or fallen angels sometime be-
tween God's creation of the heavens and the earth in Genesis 1:1 and the
temptation in Genesis 3.

During the time of Jesus on earth, much activity took place by demons.
Still today, many reports are made of activities by evil spirits. Ephesians
6:12 clearly teaches our battle is against spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. Demonic spirits will continue to operate during the
judgment of the tribulation period as well.

However, demonic activity will be defeated at the return of Christ at the
Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:17-21). After the 1,000-year mil-
lennial kingdom, there will be one final battle at which Christ and those
with Him will defeat Satan and those with him for good (Revelation 20).
The curse will end and a new heaven and earth will be created where all
of God's people will dwell with Him forever.

Next month do Angels and Demons exist

*************************************



38 November Recipe
Classic pumpkin pie with pecan & maple cream

A great way to use up any pumpkin from your lantern carving

550g piece pumpkin , peeled
and cut into chunks
500g pack shortcrust pastry
175g light muscovado sugar
2 eggs
142ml pot double cream
1 tsp cinnamon

Ingredients

 1 tsp allspice
1 tsp ground ginger
small grating of nutmeg
For the pecan and maple cream
142ml tub double cream
5 tbsp maple syrup
25g pecan , finely chopped

STEP 1
Place the pumpkin pieces in a large microwaveable bowl. Cover, then
cook on High (850W) for 15 mins or until soft. Tip into a colander to
drain, then leave to cool.

STEP 2
On a lightly floured surface, roll out pastry to the thickness of a £1 coin
so it’s wide enough to line a 25cm tart tin. Ease the pastry into the case,
making sure there’s an overhang, then chill for 30 mins. Heat oven to
200C/fan 180C/gas 6. Line the case with foil and baking beans, then bake
for 15-20 mins. Remove foil and beans, then cook for a further 10 mins
until the pastry is golden. Turn oven down to 160C/fan 140C/gas 3.

STEP 3
Meanwhile, place pumpkin, sugar, eggs, cream and spices in a food
processor, then blend until smooth. Pour into the baked pastry case, then
bake for 1 hr until the filling has puffed up in the centre (it will sink as it
cools). Remove from tin, then leave to cool.

STEP 4
Whip the cream with the maple syrup until thickened, then fold in the
pecans. Serve spoonfuls of the cream with slices of the pie.

Method
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Safeguarding St Margaret's Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. A copy of the
Parish Safeguarding statement can be found on the parish website https://stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk . If you
have any concerns about safeguarding in the parish then contact the Rector or the Parish Safeguarding Officer Wil-
liam Clemmey - william.clemmey@gmail.com 07922508913 or our Deputy Safeguarding Officer Jean Fisher
jean.fisher46@btinternet.com All PCC members and Sunday School and youth leaders and staff are DBS checked.
As a PCC we have adopted the latest Parish Safeguarding Policy and have due regard to the House of
Bishops’guidance in relation to safeguarding. As a PCC we are currently working through the Parish Safeguarding
Action Plan to ensure that we are fully compliant with all current legislation.

For more information about what’s
on at St Margaret’s go to our web

site
stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk

The deadline for the
December  Edition of

St Margaret’s Parish Magazine will
be Friday 27th November

Contact The Editor at
01926422126 or E mail

http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/Safeguarding/SafeguardingTraining

