
Isaiah 35:1 ESV
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and

blossom like the crocus;
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The Rectors Page

Dear Friends,

Who would you choose as a travelling companion?

Have you ever wondered why on African wildlife documentaries you of-
ten see zebras and wildebeest running and travelling together? Apparent-
ly, the answer is because wildebeest have very poor eyesight but
excellent hearing, whereas zebras are the other way round: They have
excellent eyesight but poor hearing. So together they complement each
other. In particular, if a predator is in the area, one of them can hear it and
the other see it. So, depending on the circumstances, they can warn each
other of impending danger.  Its good to choose your travelling compan-
ions carefully!

Who would you choose as a travelling companion (or “Buddy” as they
say in the States)?  Well, maybe it depends on where you are going, how
you are travelling and for what purpose! I guess for those with a spouse
the usual answer would be “my spouse.” But suppose you were going to
climb Mount Everest? Have you ever wondered why Sir Edmund Hillary
chose to climb Everest with Sherpa Tenzing Norgay? Apparently, the an-
swer is because on a previous expedition, Tenzing had saved Hillary’s
life by his quick reactions when Hillary was in danger of falling to his
death in a crevasse.  Naturally Hillary felt that Tensing was someone that
he could trust completely, even with his life.

In a nutshell, why do I follow Jesus? Why have I chosen Him not just as
my travelling companion in life but also as my Lord? Because He has
saved my life. Not just from a ravine or crevasse, but from sin, evil and
ultimately death.

And God has not just saved us from something, He has also saved us for
something. For life, for worship, for service. For everlasting joy! In our
recent sermon series on the Book of Joshua, we saw how God delivered
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His people out of slavery and into a promised land of freedom. In both
cases it involved a miraculous passing through an otherwise impassable
body of water! The Red Sea in the first instance and the River Jordan (in
full flood) in the other. The experience of the whole people of God in
this case was rather like the experience of a person becoming a Chris-
tian: We are delivered from something (sin and death) and enabled to
experience something else (forgiveness, freedom and life.) When some-
one starts their Christian life (say by being born into a Christian family)
or becomes a Christian later, they are baptised. The water of baptism in
some ways represents the Red Sea and the River Jordan. The baptised
person “passes through the waters” of baptism into the Christian hope
that is represented. They die to an old life and are raised to a new one.
Their sins are washed away, and the new life of the Spirit is poured into
them. It represents a new start!

That’s why we called our series on Joshua “Life in a new country.”
Christians are members of a new community and a new Kingdom. In a
sense, we have a dual nationality. I have both a British and an Irish
passport. I live in one Kingdom while also being a citizen of another
country. A Christian lives in this world while being even more part of
another Kingdom: the Kingdom of God. A Kingdom that can never fail
and never passes away. When we sing the National Anthem, we sing
“Long live our noble Queen.” We know that she will not live forever
here. But the King of the Kingdom is eternal, and His Kingdom can
never fail. And by faith we are gloriously part of it! In these days of the
pandemic (which pray God we are progressing out of), we may feel that
we have been living in a different time and space than ever before. And
life after will not be quite the same as it was before. We are moving into
new territory, a new country, metaphorically speaking. But we can
move forward without fear because God is in the future as well as the
past and present. And He is reliably the same in both spheres. God is
described as being “immutable.” You may recognise that word is related
to the word “mutate.” To describe God as immutable means, literally,
that He does not mutate.
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  He does not change. Viruses mutate, and we know the concern and
uncertainty that gives rise to. But we do not need to fear that God will
change and become less forgiving, less kind and loving, less of all we
trust Him to be that is good. No, He is entirely dependable and relia-
ble. Praise God for that indeed!

So, what of the future? Well, it’s going to be a time of “rebuilding”.
Businesses will need to be able to get going again and shops get back
on their feet again. (Assuming that they have not had to close down
completely.). The Church will need to resume “in person” meetings
and services. So, we will be studying the Book of Nehemiah as part of
our post Easter sermon series. Nehemiah returned to re-construct a
devastated city. Jerusalem. It had been ravaged and razed. But with
passion and vision, and with a God-given calling and determination,
he worked with others to see the City rebuilt to its former glory and
more. He might have seen the task as impossible, but he knew that
with God it was Him-possible. So it is with our post-covid mission. It
is possible and achievable. Indeed, I believe that the days to come will
be better. Even as I write this article the words of the prophet Haggai
2:9 come to my heart and mind: “The glory of this present house will
be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Al-
mighty. 'And in this place, I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Al-
mighty." That’s my prayer for the World, the Church….and St.
Margaret’s. And since each of us who believe in Jesus is a temple of
the Holy Spirit, I pray that it will be individually true of each of us
too.

So be encouraged. Live on, live life, be a life giver and evermore keep
following and hoping in the source of enduring life and hope, Jesus.

Your friend in Christ,

Richard.



6
The Camel Post

A special Thanks to Linda and Alan  Perkins for  taking on the Camel
post in these difficult times

We would like to thank  everyone who made the Camel Post happen
Christmas 2020 . Richard and the Churchwardens the people who
manned the church on Thursday and Sunday. The camels who delivered
the cards, some in horrible weather conditions. People who sent us kind
messages of support and chocolates for the camels. Finally all the people
who brought their cards to church for us to deliver.

With your support we delivered 890 cards which was about half the usual
number but managed to raise the magnificent amount of £ 519. This was
around the usual amount ,so thank you for giving so generously. The
money was delivered to Myton on 18th December where it was gratefully
received and will be put to immediate use in these challenging times for
them.

Alan and Linda Perkins

Apologies this item should have appeared n the February edition

******************************************

Leamington Blue Plaques Walks

Under lockdown, many of us who rarely walked around our immediate
locality are now well acquainted with every nearby driveway, every crack
in the pavement, and every pothole in the road. There is another way ,
why not look at these two Walks around Leamington available on line as
attached that may be of interest

Discovering Old Leamington and Taking the Waters go to

https://leamingtonspatowncouncil.gov.uk/Blue-Plaque-Scheme-.aspx
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At this most testing of times please remember

the following in your prayers

For those who are ill or contending with health issues
at this time:

Rose Garland. Anita Teegan. Barbara Turnock. Alan Sperrng.
Tony Malin. Ben Stafford. Julie Winup. Sylvia Lee. Betty Goode.
Kitty Crutchley. Tony Heath. Muriel Gardner. Mandy Grey.
Sophina Huggan. Lornah Hebditch. Graham Coles. Bob Attwood.
Marion Powell.

For families who have been bereaved recently. The
families of:

Peter Preston. (Sue Clifford’s brother.) Margaret Killingback.
Stella Burton. Alistair King. Evelyn Rowland. Maurice Rose.

Many of you will have known Lilian Wilson, a member of MU and
our Thursday congregation. Lilian died peacefully on 13th February
After a time of declining physical health we can be glad that she is
relieved of recent suffering and is now with the Lord whom she loved
and who she knew loved her. Please pray for comfort for Eileen
Robbins (her daughter) and the rest of the family at this time, thank
you

“So we are always confident, because we know that while we are liv-
ing in the body, we are away from our home with the Lord. We live
by faith and not by sight. We are confident, and we would prefer to
leave the body and to be at home with the Lord.” — 2 Corinthians
5:6-8

“Jesus replied, ‘I assure you that today you will be with me in para-
dise.’” — Luke 23:43
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It was just over a year ago that the WHO discussed the coronavirus that
was starting to spread around the world. None of us could have foreseen
the devastating effect on our world, with over 80 million people infected
and nearly two million deaths. How has the pandemic challenged our
faith, as we look back over the last year?

Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our situation. We can-
not underestimate the health, social and economic effects of the virus on
our lives, churches and communities. We have learned how to do church
online, but the future shape of church life is uncertain!

As the apostle Paul writes: ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the
death of Jesus’ (2 Cor 4:8-10).

The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for granted, but
also demonstrated that God is alongside to help us in these circumstances.

Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we have also
learned to find new faith and hope in Jesus. The experience of Jesus’
death and His resurrection provides a pattern for us in facing the future:
‘so that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death
is at work in us, but life is at work in you.’ (2 Cor 4:10-12).

During the season of Lent, as we anticipate the events at Easter, it’s good
to focus on the promise of sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
As we consider our present struggles, are we ready to surrender them to
Jesus? May the hope of Easter Day take us forward into the coming year.

            *********************************************

Bishop

A little girl told her mother, “We went to a confirmation service at the
cathedral and I saw the bishop. Now I know what a crook looks like!”

One Year On
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The Rectory

St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

So, your vicar has introduced staff appraisal for all the officers who
work for your church, including yourself. It seems a very dangerous
innovation; as far as I am concerned, ministry is only successful when
parishioners have no idea what the clergy get up to.

I imagine that he will look at the number of services you take in a year.
Funerals can only be increased if you resort to murder, which is likely to
be frowned on – although I have been sorely tempted during endless
church council meetings. Perhaps if you take a flask of water wherever
you go and if you find a baby unattended, you could resort to a
spontaneous baptism. That would get your numbers up, even if returning
mothers may marvel at the highly localised and brief shower that
seemed to have taken place over the pram.

Visiting targets are easily increased. Compile a list of when parishioners
will be out and call on those days; a card through their letterbox will
prove to your vicar that you were there. Should they happen to be in,
mention that you are collecting for the organ fund and they will
immediately excuse themselves for an important appointment. You are
then free to move on to clock another visit.

Your vicar is also bound to want to see the congregation increasing.
This is not sustainable, and you should put a stop to such ambitions at
once.  It is easily done. All you have to do is to approach your friends at
the local football club and bribe them with your homemade beer to
come along to church several Sunday mornings in a row If you give
them enough beer BEFORE the service, they will be likely to make just
enough muted disruption as to leave your vicar a bit rattled, and thinking
that perhaps after all, ‘less’ is ‘more’ when it comes to the congregation.
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.But whatever you do, make sure that you never preach a better sermon
than he does.  You don’t want anyone thanking you at the door for your
‘so interesting sermon’ in front of him, when they have been sleeping
through his sermons for years. If you offend the vicar this way, he will
take swift revenge, and ask you to organise the parish summer fete.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

            ******************************

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday 28th  March

Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how
Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passo-
ver was due to be held. He was the Messiah come to His own people in
their capital city, and yet He came in humility, riding on a young don-
key, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse.

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a rapturous welcome,
throwing palm fronds into His path.  They knew His reputation as a
healer, and welcomed Him.  But sadly, the welcome was short-lived and
shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to
death. On this day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made
from palm fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.
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Mothering Sunday

Sunday 14th March

The fourth Sunday in Lent is called Mothering Sunday. There are tradi-
tions associated with Mothering Sunday in England which date back as
long ago as the 16th century. It is told that this was the day when people
were encouraged to return to worship in their ‘mother church where they
had been baptised. People who usually attended the local parish church,
would make a longer journey to the ‘mother church’ or cathedral of the
Diocese. Girls in domestic service would bake to show their mothers their
new skills in the form of a gift, traditionally a simnel cake. On this day
many girls who were in service were allowed time off from domestic
chores to visit their mothers and their family.

Today Mothering Sunday is a popular day when Christians choose to use
the occasion to think about all things which concern motherhood. We
give thanks for the Church as Mother, the Virgin Mary as the mother of
Jesus, we remember that God cares for us like a mother and last but not
least we give thanks for our own mothers. Mothering Sunday is the fourth
Sunday in Lent and it is a time of special for thanksgiving. Mothering
Sunday is the one day of joy in Lent, when flowers abound in all
churches , and bunches given to children to take home to their mothers

Mothering Sunday and Mother's Day in Other Faith
Traditions

Motherhood in the Jewish tradition

The 11th day of the Jewish month of Cheshvan is traditionally the memo-
rial day of the biblical matriarch Rachel and has become an official Jew-
ish Mother’s Day. Unable to conceive for many years, Rachel has become
a symbol of hope, fertility and mercy as well as motherhood.

Many Jews believe she weeps for all children and shares their sorrows the
world over. Rachel is celebrated as the mother of the unique Jewish
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nature and the Jewish month of Cheshvan as a time to recommit to our
Rachel’s example, nature and character.

n memory of Rachel, Jewish schoolchildren make handicraft gifts to
present to their mothers on the 11th of Cheshvan which this year (2012)
falls on 27 October.

Islam and Motherhood

Islam commands kindness, respect and obedience to both parents and spe-
cifically to mothers although there is no designated feast day to honour or
celebrate motherhood. The Qur'an emphasizes the great struggles that
mothers go through for their children.

One of the most important obligations the Qu’ran lays upon Muslims is to
show gratitude to their mother, kindness and good companionship with
her. Mothers are praised for the deep love of their children, sacrifice and
dedication, and for the example they set before their children.

Motherhood and Sikhism

The Sikh faith labels no single religious occasion as Mother's Day. Instead
there’s a deep tradition of continual love and respect for the mothers.
Where Mother's Day is celebrated, it’s more a cultural adoption from west-
ern culture.

In the Sikh faith, God is often addressed as both mother and father. A Sikh
prayer, for example, might begin, ‘You are the mother and the father and
we are your children. In Your mercy we find profound happiness.’

Sikh descriptions of a mother's qualities are recognisable to all faiths and
cultures. Mothers are honoured as kind and merciful, constant providers
and with minds constantly on their children’s well-being. Sikh scriptures
value the role and example of the forgiving mother and their roles as spir-
itual guides.
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According to Hinduism, God creates, maintains and destroys the universe
but the power with which he performs this takes a female form. This pow-
er (Shakti) is worshipped as the Divine Mother. In worship the Mother

God is garlanded, lamps are waved over her and sandalwood paste is
smeared on her forehead.

The mother's blessings are regarded as a necessity, for progress by her
children in all walks of life. In the same way that Hindus worship God,
they pay reverence to their mothers. When a child leaves the house he or
she touches their mother's feet and on return does the same.

In her old age a mother is protected and cared for. The idea of placing her
in a home to be cared for by others is abhorrent. Caring for one's mother
(and father) until their departure from the world is considered a duty.

Motherhood in Buddhism

In Buddhism there is no one more worthy of honour and respect than
one's own mother. The mother is always mentioned first when referring to
the parental pair This preferential position highlights the Buddhist value
of motherhood and the responsibility that goes with it.

A mother’s main duty is to dissuade the children from evil ways through
example and persuasion. In Buddhism the mother is the embodiment of
compassion, love and commitment

Every faith tradition and culture respects and honours the same qualities
of motherhood. Mothers are praised and respected, at least in words, for
the their commitment and sacrifice to their children.

Proverbs 31:26-27 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching
of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household
and does not eat the bread of idleness.



14 Word Cryptogram Puzzle

Famous Bible Verse

The sentence below is encrypted using a secret code. Your jobis to
break the code by substituting letters for the symbols. Here are a few
clues:

C = a Q = e O = i F = o M = u

1 CIS O UCJ C IQJ PQCRQI CIS C IQJ QCVBP

AFV BPQ AOVUB PQCRQI  CIS BPQ AOVUB

QCVBP JQVQ GCUUQS CJCD CIS

BPQVQ JCU IF YFVQ UQC

Solution page 27

**********************************************

Miscellaneous observations on modern life

As any member of a church committee will tell you, after all is said
and done, there’s a lot more said than done.

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die
of natural causes.

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish,
and he will sit in a boat and drink lager all day.

If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, I’d put shoes on my
cat.
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Across
1The earth is one (6)
4‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)
7‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)
8The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth(Luke
2:1) (8)
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Across

9‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8)
13Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this(Luke 8:16)
(3)
16Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)
17Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)
19Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)
24What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23)
(8)
25The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)
26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)
27Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)

Down
1Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4)
2Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)
3Gospel leaflet (5)
4Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18)
5Tugs (anag.) (4)
6To put forth (5)
10Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)
11Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping —
heel’(Genesis 25:26) (5)
13At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’srequest (2
Kings 6:18) (9)
14‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times thatyou
know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)
15Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)
18‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)
20Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)
21Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)
22Does (anag.) (4)
23The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this(Genesis
41:19) (4)

Solution page 26
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The Bible

In this series we are going to explore THE BIBLE what  is the bible is it
true . Is the Bible really the Word of God ,Why should I believe the
Bible? Is the Bible reliable?,Is the Bible true? Is the Bible just
mythology? How do we know the Bible is not just a fairy tale? And  we
will look at many more questions  about The Bible

This month What is the Bible?

The Bible is the story of God's creation of and interaction with the world
and the human race. It is a collection of sixty-six books, written by about
forty different authors over 1500 years, but encompassing the entirety of
human history from creation to the end of the world and beyond. Most
importantly, the Bible is a unified whole, due to the fact that ultimately, it
has one Author—God Himself. The Bible is "God-breathed" (2 Timothy
3:16). The human authors wrote exactly what God wanted them to write,
and the result was the perfect and holy Word of God (Psalm 12:6; 2 Peter
1:21).

The Bible is God's way of telling us about Himself—His nature, His at-
tributes and His plans and purposes. The Old Testament begins with His
creation of the world and how we, His creation, rejected Him (Genesis
1-3). It includes books on history (Genesis-Job), poetry (Psalms-Song of
Solomon), and prophecy (Isaiah-Malachi). The New Testament tells the
story of how God sent His Son, Jesus, to save mankind from our sins. The
New Testament begins with the four Gospels, the accounts of the life of
Christ, and it continues with letters which describe how we can take ad-
vantage of Jesus' sacrifice to live fulfilling lives and grow closer to God.
It finishes with a book of prophecy, explaining how the world will end
and what will happen to the people of the world.

The Bible begins with the story of creation. God created the entire cos-
mos, and then placed mankind on the earth. Mankind rebelled, however,
choosing to reject God and follow their own desires. Knowing this would
happen, God already had a plan in place to renew His fellowship with
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mankind. God gave a single nation, Israel, a set of laws to follow and to
encourage other nations to follow. The laws can be found in the books of
Leviticus and Deuteronomy, and proved to be completely unattainable.
Still, mankind needed to learn the result of rejecting God. After many
years of ignoring God's law, or trying to follow it but failing, interspersed
with glimpses of what life without God's presence would look like in the
form of war and punishment, God exiled Israel away from their home.

When the stage was set and His people understood better how much they
needed God's presence, God sent His Son, with the full deity of God and
the full humanity of man (John 8:58; 10:30; John 1:14) to personally in-
teract with Israel, as described in the Gospel accounts. Jesus explained
that what was true for the nation of Israel was true for every individual on
the planet—obeying God and His laws was impossible and, therefore, a
Mediator was necessary to bridge the gap between sinful man and a holy
God. Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, made this reconciliation pos-
sible through His perfect sacrifice on the cross for sin. While being cruci-
fied, He personally took on the weight of sin and the necessary separation
from God that it necessitated, giving everyone who accepted by faith His
sacrfice the ability to return to the full presence of God. Because Jesus
was sinless and because God accepted His sacrifice, He rose from the
dead three days later, conquering death for all who choose Him.

To explain these things to the rest of the world, God established a more
varied ambassador than a single nation—He created the church (Acts). As
word of Jesus' sacrifice spread, church leaders wrote letters explaining
more fully what Jesus had done, what it meant, and how to follow Him
(Romans-Jude). Finally, God gave one particular Jesus-follower, John, a
glimpse of the impact the church would have on the world, the final rejec-
tion of Jesus by the world, and God's judgment on the world (Revelation).
Church leaders gathered the accounts of Jesus, the letters, and the book of
prophecy and, after many years of discussion and research, settled on the
books of the New Testament as we have them today.



19The Bible is complete, but the story of God's work in human history
continues. Through the Bible, we can learn to recognize how God still in-
teracts with His creation. We can see how current events, such as the re-
formation of Israel in 1948, fit into God's stated plan. Most of all, howev-
er, we can see the over-arching story of God's love for us and the ultimate
expression of that love in the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Next week we look at Is the Bible really the Word of God?

********************************************

The Pulpit at St Margaret’s

How often have you sat in church and looked at the pulpit wondering who
was responsible for its creation. It was Agnes  Bonham  she was
responsible for carving pulpits in a number of locations: Bangor
Cathedral; St Margaret’s Church, Whitnash, Leamington Spa; and
St Peter’s Church, Ayot St Peter, Hertfordshire.

Her first attributable works which were executed whilst the family
lived in Cheltenham in the early 1860s are a number of carvings in
St Margaret’s Church. At the time Agnes was a friend of Canon
Young, who was Rector of St Margaret’s from 1846 to 1884. Her
works in St Margaret’s  Include carvings on either side of the East
Window and on the pulpit designed by GT Robinson and the
capitals of various columns in the nave

.In an account of the 1865 Whitnash Village Industrial Exhibition it
was reported that Agnes exhibited ‘ A sculpture for which she is
famous’ and ‘an illuminated Prayer-book, with ivory covers,
ornamented with Eastern amethysts and carbuncles, carved by
herself…exquisitely finished’.The article went on to outline Agnes’
work in St Margaret’s Church, Whitnash describing her
carvings on the pulpit: ‘the upper part is divided into five panels, in
each is carved in very high relief a group of flowers emblematic of
some circumstance of our blessed Lord’s life. It has marble
columns above and below and the main body is carved in Caen
stone’.
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The pulpit was installed in the summer of 1862, Agnes      having
been on holiday in Switzerland the previous year, which is the date
that appears on it and may have been when it was  intended to be
installed or when it was completed

She was clearly a devout and religious person and by then her
connections with others in the religious sphere, such as Canon
Young, and her reputation as a sculptor had spread through the
church leading to invitations to undertake carvings of many more
religious  artefacts. Agnes died at her home, Stretton Lodge, 9
Cypress Road; 7 October 1906 aged 68

Agnes dedicated her life to God and sought to create works of the highest
standard.  She sought no recognition or thanks and it is sad that she is not
more widely known but it is hoped that this article describing the various
elements of her work and family may go some way to rectifying her
omission from the talented sculptors’ hall of fame.

 Want to read more about Agnes and her  work go to  our web site
stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk

****************************************
A  New Feature The book Review

Each month we will  review a book you may like to buy

The Easter Story – for families to share
By Martyn Payne, BRF, £2.50 also avaliable on Amozon

The Easter Story is written for parents, grandparents and carers to engage
with their children through a fun and stimulating family Bible and prayer
time. Each section provides a brief comment on the passage, questions to
discuss, a visual aid to encourage engagement with the story, an activity
idea, a prayer idea, a key verse and an Old or New Testament story link.
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Michael Archangel, Reporting

A Holy Week Monologue
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

Michael Archangel here. Sometimes people refer to me as The Archangel
Michael -- either is okay. I'm in charge of security for the Kingdom of
God, commanding hundreds of battalions of warrior angels, the heavenly
host. Pretty heavy responsibility, especially when critical battles rage on
earth and in the spirit-world.

I've been asked to share with you about those crucial days -- Thursday
through Sunday of Holy Week. Much is still classified, but here are the
basics.

Upper Room

Thursday, Jesus meets with his disciples in the Upper Room. We have
angels posted inside and out. He partakes of Passover with them, and then
begins the practice that Christians have come to call the Lord's Supper.

During the meal, Judas leaves. We have known for some time that he has
been compromised. His inherent greed has clashed with Jesus' basic gen-
erosity and grace on numerous occasions, and he sees that there is no ad-
vantage to be gained here. So Judas extracts money from Jesus' enemies
in exchange for providing intelligence on the Master's whereabouts, so he
can be captured at a time when there are no crowds to protect him.

After he leaves the meal, we track Judas's journey to his contact on the
chief priest's staff, relaying that Jesus and his disciples will retire to the
Garden of Gethsemane later that evening. This triggers deployment of
temple guards to make the long-awaited arrest. We've been watching, and
have stationed thousands of troops in the Garden, unseen, but we are
there in force.
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To the Garden

Jesus adjourns the Passover supper with a hymn, and proceeds with his
disciples to the Garden. We go on high alert as Jesus and his men enter.

He asks his disciples to pray, then takes the inner circle -- Peter, James,
and John -- further into the Garden. Then he goes further still, kneels
down, and prays.

I hesitate to share what happens next, but much of it has become public
knowledge anyway. Jesus engages in an intense dialog with his Father.

"Abba, Father. Anything is possible with you. Even changing our long-
laid plans. So I ask you to remove this cup, this destiny, from me."

There is a long pause. Jesus is kneeling, sweat rolling off him like drops
of blood. He listens for the Father's reply. Then we can hear him whisper,
"Okay. Not my will but yours be done. You know what you're doing!"

Arrest

In the meantime, the temple guard and some of the chief priest's function-
aries are led by Judas into the Garden. They carry torches -- a dozen or
two armed men at most. No problem. We're ready, awaiting orders to de-
fend the Son, who is our charge.

Judas approaches Jesus. Nearby angels spring to intervene, but receive no
order to do more, and hold back. Judas now kisses Jesus. The kiss is a
predetermined signal to the temple guards to move in. We should be strik-
ing, defending right now! But our specific instructions are not to move
without a direct order. So we wait in anguish, watching events as they un-
fold.

Peter doesn't wait. He pulls a sword and starts slashing, but is quickly dis-
armed by the guards. Then Jesus says something that surprises me, since
he discloses classified operational details.
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Put your sword back into its place, Peter. Don't you know that I can call
to my Father and he will instantly unleash 10,000 angels? But if I were to
do that, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled?"

I am dumbfounded. Against my better judgment, I signal the troops to
stand down. I've heard my orders, but I don't understand. Not at all!

Trial and Crucifixion

The soldiers arrest Jesus, and the next day parade him before chief
priests, the Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, and Pilate again.

You know what happens. The Son of God is brutally flogged within an
inch of his life. My troops have surrounded the Roman barracks, tears
flowing down our cheeks. We possess overwhelming force. Any moment
we can rescue him and put down his captors, but we are forbidden to act
-- still totally unaware of the reason.

Jesus is marched up the hill outside Jerusalem, Golgotha, the "place of
the skull. " Here he is crucified. I'm beside myself. Here I am, chief of
security, watching them pound nails into the hands and feet of the Son of
God himself. My troops are here too -- in force -- but we must just stand
and watch, stunned. We have explicit orders to forbear. WHAT IS GO-
ING ON?!

On the Cross

Jesus' cross is hoisted to a vertical position and he is left to die by slow
torture. Severely beaten, he can't last long. He is fading.

We hear him speak. "Father, forgive them, for they don't know what
they're doing." Well, we don't know what the Father is doing either. We
are shocked. Angry. Frustrated. All our training is urging us to take im-
mediate defensive action. But we are angels under orders, and pride our-
selves on our discipline. We weep, but don't move a muscle.
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Hours pass. One of the others crucified that day asks to be with Jesus
"when he comes into his kingdom." Jesus promises him in a weak but sure
voice, "Today you will be with me in Paradise." What? The Son never
lies. How can this be? What is the plan? We haven't been briefed!

It is dark now, though only midday -- a sign of the Father's sadness, I'm
sure. We watch as the Son of God struggles to breathe. Finally, he whis-
pers, "It is finished!" Then he summons all his strength and shouts out in a
raspy voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit."

His chin drops to his chest. The Son of God is dead.

A Flurry of Commands

Suddenly, orders begin to come quickly from on high, one after another!

Tear the curtain of the temple "from top to bottom," we are commanded.
We're on it. Angels rip the curtain that separates the Holy of Holies from
the rest of the temple. Now anyone can access the very presence of God.
Amazing! Who could have anticipated this?

Next, earthquake. Shake the earth, break the rocks around Jerusalem.
Cracks appear in buildings, in the wall. People are crouching in fear.
Awestruck, the centurion in command says, "Surely this was the Son of
God!" Yeah! We could have told him that!

Next, we get orders to open the graves of devout believers, some of whom
that have been dead for centuries. My angels comply, and suddenly the
Almighty's resurrection power hits the bones, the decaying bodies. They
rise, now whole, and begin to walk around the city, causing terror and
consternation.

Earthquakes? Long-dead saints? What is happening? What is happening,
indeed?
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Disarmament

Humans can't see it, but our intelligence network is now alive with reports
that Satan's high-ranking leaders -- principalities and powers around the
world -- are suddenly disarmed, plundered of weapons they would never
lay down voluntarily. Somehow, what has happened on the cross this day
has shaken the spirit-world. Nothing is the same. Suddenly, Satan's forces
have been stripped of their power.

Escape Plan

My intelligence analysts gradually surmise what is happening. The clues
have been there, but we couldn't figure it out -- and neither could the ene-
mies' spies. Maybe that's why it was kept so secret until now. My team
reminds me of two important facts:

John the Baptist has pointed to Jesus and prophesied: "Behold, the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world."

Jesus has declared, "The Son of Man came ... to give his life a ransom for
many."

Oh! I get it! The cross serves as a kind of sacrificial altar in the cosmic
scope of things. Jesus is the sacrifice for the sins of the world. He makes
atonement for their sins on that very cross. The Son of God's life in ex-
change for that of mere men. And his death, his shed blood, is a kind of
ransom paid to set free the slaves. All of them!

How could I have missed it? In one fell swoop, the Father and Son have
released all the sin-prisoners Satan holds captive. Shackles are broken,
bonds are cut, gross sin is wiped away as if it never happened. Now the
prisoners are free to walk away. All they need is faith enough to stand up
and walk towards the Son. They're all free! Suddenly! Amazing!
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Secret Plans

Paul later explains: "None of the rulers of this age understood this, for
if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." Hey, if
we warrior angels had understood this, we wouldn't have second
guessed our command to stand down when Jesus is arrested and cruci-
fied!

No wonder it is a secret! Satan thinks he has won by crucifying the Son
of God, but by the same act -- in a kind of spiritual jujitsu -- Satan's
treachery brings about his own defeat! Incredible!

I doubt that Satan really understands this for a few days. He knows his
forces have been weakened, yes. But it isn't until Sunday morning --
when Jesus rises from the dead and walks out of the Garden tomb into
the Father's bright new world -- that Satan realizes he has been tricked.
Too late. Much too late

Still on High Alert

Of course, we warrior angels are active to this day. After all, their hate
and envy still cause Satan and his demons to hurt and deceive and de-
stroy. But they know it is only a matter of time. So we're still there to
fight them every day, every skirmish around the world. And we post a
protection detail on every believer 24/7, ready to defend every man,
woman, and child in our care.

Yes, we're here and will be until the day when the kingdoms of this
world become the Kingdom of our God and his Christ. On that day,
Christ will return and throw Satan to his final doom. But in the mean-
time, we're on the job. Michael Archangel here, at your service.

Of course, this story is a work of fiction. But it is based on the teaching
of Scripture, especially the Gospel narratives, and Mark 10:45; John
1:29; 1 Corinthians 2:8; Colossians 2:15; and Revelation 12:7.
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Answers  Crossword

ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13,
Bed. 16, Participation. 17, War. 19, Hillside. 24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26,
Census. 27, Arisen.

DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10,
Irish. 11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18,
Awake. 20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean.

Answer Cryptogram

Revelation 21:11 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

It is not enough to love –

 you need to be loved

Sometimes we can be inclined to give and give and give to others – with-
out asking anything in return. We may think that this is a sign of generosi-
ty – of great strength. But it can also be one of pride – we want to be seen
as the one who does not need help. Or it can be a sign of very low self-es-
teem – we do not think we are worth receiving anything from others.

Whatever the reason, when we keep giving, without also receiving, we put
ourselves in danger – we will burn out quickly. It is as important to know
when we need to TAKE attention and care, as when we need to give it to
others. If you do not pay careful attention to your own needs – whether
physical, emotional, mental or spiritual – you will not last the distance.

If you want to remain a joyful giver for years to come, you need also to be
a joyful taker and accept God’s love, given to you through other people.

                         ***********************************
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St Clement’s squares

It’s simple but delectable: a soft shortbread-like base with a zingy
citrus topping melding into it – a glorious bake for Mothering Sunday
(or any day). Make mum these St Clement’s squares and serve with
afternoon tea.

Ingredients

For the shortbread base

225g unsalted butter, chilled and cut
into cubes
2 fresh thyme sprigs, leaves picked
100g caster sugar
325g plain flour
Icing sugar to dust
Edible flowers to serve (optional; see
tip)

For the topping

215g caster sugar
40g plain flour
Juice 2 lemons, plus finely grated
zest ½
Juice 1 orange, plus finely grated
zest ½
4 medium free-range eggs
You’ll also need…
20cm x 30cm cake tin, greased and
lined with non-stick baking paper

Method

1) For the base, heat the oven to
180°C/160°C fan/gas 4. In a food
processor, pulse together the butter,
thyme and sugar with a pinch of salt
until the mixture is creamy. Add the
flour and pulse again until it just
comes together to form a dough. If
you don’t have a food processor, beat
the ingredients in a mixing bowl
using an electric mixer until creamy,
then quickly beat in the flour.

2)Press the dough into the lined cake
tin, then chill for 30 minutes until
very cold. Prick the base all over with
a fork, then bake for 20-25 minutes
until golden and dry.

3)Mix the topping ingredients (don’t
over-whisk), then immediately pour
over the baked base. Return to the
oven for another 20-25 minutes until
just set, then leave to cool in the tin.

Dust with icing sugar and scatter with edible flowers, if you like. Cut into
squares or rectangles to serve.

You can buy edible flowers from Sainsbury’s / Tesco or Asda or online at
Ocado.
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Church Contacts

Rev Richard Suffern The Rector St Margaret’s Church
Tel 01926 425070 Office 01926 337609
Email; revrwss@gmail.com

Rev Andy Shearn, 58, St. Fremund Way, Sydenham.
Tel. 01926 930552

Rev Steve Davies 167 Rugby Road Cubbington
Tel 01926 730045 E.mail davies1877@googlemail.com

Henry Jerwood Lay Reader  Tel 07846 004498
Email: hjerwood@outlook.com

P.A.To Rector Barbara Stafford  Tel 01926 330259
E mail ; barbarastafford953@gmail.com

Church Wardens

Adrian Barton .E mail Adrian.Barton1@ntlworld.com
Tel 07855372323

William Clemmey E mail william.clemmey@gmail.com
Tel 07922508913

Treasurer Lisa Fincken 07766222193 E mail lafincken66@yahoo.com

St Margaret’s Newsletter Anne Horsley
E mail; anne_horsley@btopenworld.com

Church Flowers Shirley Simms Tel 01926427165

Operations Manager Graham Howe  Tel 01926 258292
E mail ; st.margc@gmail.com

St Margaret’s Centre and Finance Administrator Jagdeep Bahi
( Jay) Tel 01926 258292 E mail ; st.margc@gmail.com

Magazine Editor Tom Houghton Tel 01926 422126 Mobile
07932667340    E Mail tom470@btopenworld.com
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For more information about
what’s on at St Margaret’s go to

our web site
stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk

The Deadline for the April
Edition will be:-

Monday 29th March
Contact The Editor at 01926422126 or

E mail
tom470@btopenworld.com

Safeguarding St Margaret's Church takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults seriously. A copy of
the Parish Safeguarding statement can be found on the parish website https://stmargaretschurchwhitnash.co.uk . If
you have any concerns about safeguarding in the parish then contact the Rector or the Parish Safeguarding Officer
William Clemmey - william.clemmey@gmail.com 07922508913 or our Deputy Safeguarding Officer Jean Fisher
jean.fisher46@btinternet.com All PCC members and Sunday School and youth leaders and staff are DBS checked.
As a PCC we have adopted the latest Parish Safeguarding Policy and have due regard to the House of
Bishops’guidance in relation to safeguarding. As a PCC we are currently working through the Parish Safeguarding
Action Plan to ensure that we are fully compliant with all current legislation.

http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/Safeguarding/SafeguardingTraining

