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The Rector’s Page
Dear Friends,
“Fire Unlocked”
I do hope that you are well, and that for you the further easing of lockdown restrictions will prove liberating and a blessing. This lifting of
such regulations means that I am glad to be able to share with you
about plans to prayer walk every road, street and lane of our Deanery
of Warwick and Leamington this summer. Speaking as the Area Dean
for this Deanery, I am delighted that this initiative is happening in our
neighbourhood, which includes Whitnash.
The “Fire Unlocked” prayer walking app will go live from 1st – 18th
July. What is it all about and why might we welcome this with hope
and expectation?
-

The “Fire unlocked” app is a feature which you can download onto a mobile device. It will show all the roads of our
Deanery in a certain colour. Once prayer walked, the road
can be highlighted in another colour to show other users of
the app that it has been covered in prayer. They can choose
to walk another not-yet prayed down road. (Although of
course roads can be prayed down more than once!)

-

Christians believe in a loving Lord who answers prayer. By
walking past every home, business, shop etc in the Deanery
we have the opportunity to pray for blessing on the occupants and their lives.

-

We get the opportunity to pray for healing and help for
those who need it. We may not know the details, but in people’s lives and households there may be pain and suffering.
As we walk and pray, we can bring a wave of God’s love
along their street which we hope will bring healing and help.
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-

We can ask God to make His love in Jesus known to the people
in the homes, shops, schools, businesses and workplaces we
walk by.
We might get the opportunity to talk to people informally in
conversations that enable us to share our hope in Christ that
can be theirs too.

-

It gives us the opportunity to get to know other neighbourhoods
in the Deanery. To become more familiar with other Parishes
and their mission contexts.

-

By doing this together as Parishes and a Deanery, our sense of
common purpose, mission and fellowship is enhanced and
strengthened.

Even if prayer walking is not possible for you, there will still be ways to be
involved. Looking at the map of the Deanery, you will be able to prayer
walk roads in heart and mind even if not by foot!
Recently we have been praying in line with the Archbishop’s initiative
“Thy Kingdom come.” Prayer is really where our part in asking for God’s
Kingdom to come on Earth as in Heaven begins. We can literally “walk
our way” from lockdown to freedom in Christ. And by so doing, we pray
that many “not yet” believers in Jesus will join us on the journey, - the adventure that is following Jesus, The Way, The Truth and The Life. We will
be sending out further details of how to download and use the “Fire unlocked” website and app in due course.
Thank you for being involved as you can.

Service Times
Sunday 8 am and 10 am and Thursday 10. 30 am

Church family BBQ 11th July
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Just a message to give you advance notice of a Church Family BBQ to be
held at the Rectory on Sunday, 11th July after the morning service that day.
(So from about 12 Noon onwards.). All are welcome, and if BBQ food is
not your thing, please just bring your own picnic. (Hoping for good weather
to enjoy the great outdoors which is the Rectory back garden!).
Food ( Vegetarian options available too) will be provided, but we invite you
to bring your own drink. (Plenty of water will be on tap of course!).
Looking forward to seeing you and sharing in a fellowship time,
Love and blessings, Richard and Jacqui

'A message of thanks from Maggie Jerwood and Family:
Thank you to everyone for the messages of condolence, letters, cards, flowers and donations to charities, in memory of Henry, who died on 29 April
this year.
Henry loved his time at St Margaret's and with the church family. It is
difficult to put into words how grateful we are for the loving tributes to
Henry but we are immensely touched by the kindness of people, which has
been heart-warming and comforting.'

Damien Hine
You may remember Damien Hine who worked in the Parish here for four
years a while back while training to be a Church Army Evangelist. He has
written a book! Here is the link to Amazon in case you are interested, and a
short video introduction by Damien himself is attached.
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Out-Atlas-Book-HearthmarkChronicles/dp/1913695190/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=out+of+atlas+
book+paperback&qid=1622984537&s=books&sr=1-1
Damien is involved in Church planting and teaching pupils with special
needs. He is now married to Amber Many blessings, Richard.
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Prayer list:

Prayer to Heal a Sick Friends
Think, O' God, of our friends who are ill, whom we now commend to
Your compassionate regard.
Comfort them upon their sickbed, and ease their suffering. We beg for
deliverance, and submit that no healing is too hard for the Lord, if it be
His will.
We therefore pray that You bless our friendswith Your loving care,
renew their strength, and heal what ails them in Your loving name.
Thank You, Lord. Amen.

For those who are ill or contending with health issues
at this time:
Rose Garland. Anita Teegan. Barbara Turnock.
Alan Sperrng. Tony Malin. Ben Stafford. Julie Winup.
Sylvia Lee. Betty Goode. Kitty Crutchley. Tony Heath.
Muriel Gardner. Sophina Huggan. Lornah Hebditch.
Graham Coles. Bob Attwood. Marion Powell.Audrey Marshall.
For families who have been bereaved recently.
Jesus, console those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Let
them be comforted in the remembrance of Your promises. Give to
those who mourn, peace, in the midst of their tears. You are the
Resurrection and the Life! We know and believe this!

We remember the family and friends of:Henry Jerwood. Kenneth Smith
Psalm 34:18. The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves
those who are crushed in spirit.
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Remember Me’ –
St Paul’s launches fundraising campaign for memorial
In May 2020, with external support, St Paul’s set up Remember Me, an online memorial to help people cope with the overwhelming sense of grief
and isolation caused by the increasing number of pandemic deaths. Remember Me is for people of all faiths and none, and will be open for entries
for as long as is needed.
Public reaction to Remember Me has been so positive that St Paul’s wants
to give it a place at the Cathedral, so that those who it
commemorates become part of the centuries of history to which St Paul’s bears witness.
St Paul’s is fundraising for a new inner entrance and space for
contemplation in the Cathedral, in memory of those in the UK of all faiths and
none who have died because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
For centuries the Cathedral has provided a place of shared memory, to remember and grieve for people lost in war and tragedies.
Now in partnership with the Daily Mail, and with public support it hopes to
create a new memorial that people can go through into a tranquil space,
draw breath and take a moment to remember the many individuals, loved
and cherished, who have died as a result of the pandemic. The memorial
will be the first of its kind in St Paul’s for over 150 years and will take 12
months to build.
We are asking you to donate through this site. Whatever your donation,
large or small, it will help to ensure a physical memorial is built at St Paul’s
Cathedral. We need to raise £2.3million to deliver the project, through
crowdfunding and other donation sources.
Many support the project including David Gompertz of the Yellow Hearts
Facebook Group.
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He said: “Our loved ones are not just a statistic, and we thank St Paul’s
Cathedral for recognising this, and helping to ensure they are remembered.
We feel that anything that can be done to comfort families in this difficult
time is important, and that both the ‘Yellow Hearts to Remember’ and
Remember Me campaign complement each other very well. The prospect
of a physical memorial at St Paul’s Cathedral is something much looked
forward to by many members of the ‘Yellow Hearts to Remember’ community. There will be a day when, irrespective of belief or background, we
can come together, united by loss, and celebrate the lives of those who are
deeply loved and who were taken too soon by COVID-19.”
The memorial will be a portico in the North Transept on the site of an earlier porch destroyed by a bomb in 1941. Oliver Caroe, the Cathedral’s Surveyor to the Fabric, who has designed the memorial, lost his mother during
the pandemic.
It will be the first build of its kind at St Paul’s for nearly 150 years and is
part of the ‘Remember Me’ project, an online book of remembrance
launched last year. More than 7,300 names of those who have died as a
result of the pandemic have been entered into the book.The campaign will
install the online memorial book at a permanent site within St Paul’s as
well as on the internet. People entering the Cathedral by the new Equal
Access Ramp will be able to go through the memorial into a tranquil space
and take time to remember the many individuals who have died as a result
of the pandemic.

Adding a memorial to Remember Me
As the death toll continues to rise from the pandemic St Paul’s wants to
encourage people to honour their loved ones by writing a tribute on the
site. Every individual who has died is valued and worthy of remembrance.
You can freely access Remember Me by going to
www.RememberMe2020.uk

9
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee –
A celebration of faith & service – save the date!

A four-day Bank Holiday from 2-5 June 2022 will mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee next year. This is an amazing opportunity to bring our
communities together for the celebrations, which end on Pentecost Sunday.
HOPE Together, the Church of England, the Methodist Church, Biblica
and other key partners are currently planning for the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, with a specially commissioned souvenir book for us to give
away; a new anthem for communities and churches to sing; a ’70 Acts of
Service’ community challenge for us to adapt to use together with
churches and other organisations in our area, and lots of resources for
children and schools.
Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive director said, “Churches are in
an ideal place to bring communities together for national celebrations.
We have the tables, chairs, crockery and PA systems – and we love
making cakes!
“It is so appropriate that the nation and Commonwealth should be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on the same weekend as Pentecost,
the day when the church celebrates the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.”
The anointing of God’s Holy Spirit was central to the Coronation and, in
preparation for the day, The Queen prayed: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, and daily
increase in all of us, and in me, thy humble servant, thy manifold gifts of
grace; the spirit of wisdom and understanding; the spirit of counsel and
strength; the spirit of knowledge and true godliness, and fill us, O Lord,
with the Spirit of thy holy fear, now and forever. Amen.’
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The beautifully illustrated souvenir book to be published for the celebrations uses rarely seen prayers, which the Queen prayed in preparation for
the Coronation, and highlights how God has answered those prayers over
the past seven decades.
The ‘Platinum Jubilee Celebration of Faith & Service’ will build on the
successful partnership facilitated by HOPE Together, which enabled local churches to bring their communities together for the Diamond Jubilee
and the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations.
Over the next year HOPE will provide churches across the country with
all the resources and ideas they need to run a great all-age community
event that will celebrate the Queen’s 70 years of faith and service.
We can plan to get our church involved, invite our community to the
party, and round off the weekend with a special guest celebration service
for Pentecost.
Find out more at hopetogether.org.uk/jubilee
****************************************

Can your child swim the length of a pool?
Before the pandemic, about a quarter of children could not swim the curriculum stipulated length when they left primary school. But now it is
feared that by 2025, this could rise to three in five of all primary school
children.
The figure comes from the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for
Swimming and Swim England. With pools closed during lockdown and
pupils not able to have face-to-face swimming lessons, fewer and fewer
of them can swim at 25 metres competently, use a range of strokes effectively, or perform safe self-rescue in different situations.
The APPG says it will raise the issue with the Department for Education
‘as a matter of urgency’.
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Could you be a Street Pastor?
For more information follow this link
https://streetpastors.org/locations/leamington-spa/
or contact the Street Pastors Coordinator Yvonne by email
coordinator@lssp.org.uk
Our mission is to train volunteers from churches of different
denominations to create a more peaceful, safe and harmonious
environment for those of the public out at night in Leamington.
Streets Although covid has had a big impact on us we typically
patrol the streets of Leamington Spa on Saturday nights providing a
listening ear, practical help and where possible meeting those needs
that present themselves, particularly from the most vulnerable or
marginalised. We are non-judgemental and will give time and help to
anyone and everyone we meet. We work in partnership with the police, local councils and a range of voluntary and statutory organisations in order to reach and help all those in need.
The gospel is the reason for what we do and shapes our actions. We
may share our faith if invited to by those we meet.
We are also looking for several new trustees if you think this might
be something you can offer. Or perhaps you could join us as a
prayer partner?
**************************************************************
Why didn’t Noah swat those two mosquitoes when he had the
chance?
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Olympic Gold
July should see the start of the Tokyo Olympics, having been postponed
from last year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. A number of New Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since
we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2).
The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite the
struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses cheering us on.
We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a Saviour who has run the
race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to
finish the race.
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek Redmond
was running in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 250 metres from
the finish his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground in pain and stretcher
bearers came over to him. However, Redmond was determined to finish
the race and so he started hopping toward the finishing line. Suddenly Jim
Redmond, Derek’s father, ran out of the stands towards him. “You don’t
have to do this,” he told his son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his father said, “We’re going to finish this together.” They completed the lap
with Derek leaning on his father’s shoulder. As they crossed the finish
line, the spectators rose to give Derek a standing ovation. Although he
didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek Redmond finished the race with his
father at his side. Let’s not forget the encouragement we have to finish the
race!
*************************************
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right
time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.
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Cornelius the Centurion
Acts 10 gives us the remarkable account of the first Gentile
convert to Christianity.
Prior to this event, the first disciples had been preaching about Jesus only in synagogues and among Israelites. The conversion of Cornelius the
centurion (along with all his household) revealed the concrete possibility
of bringing the Gospel to all nations.
Cornelius was one of the Gentiles in Palestine who worshiped the God
of Israel, though he did not belong to the Mosaic covenant. Such Gentiles had become convinced that the religion of Israel was far superior to
the idolatrous practices of their own peoples. Occasionally, they would
join the people of Israel through circumcision and adoption of the Law,
but usually they remained Gentiles and tried to serve Israel's God as best
as they could according to their own status as foreigners among God's
people.
As a centurion, Cornelius had a subordinate command (over one hundred soldiers) in a battalion specified as Italica, meaning that they were
soldiers from Rome specially assigned to the procurator of Judea, who
lived in Rome's administrative capital of Caesarea. Cornelius had a
great devotion to God, prayed constantly, and gave alms in abundance
for the needs of the Jewish community. We can only speculate as to
what circumstances had led him to his convictions. Unlike many of the
Roman soldiers in Palestine, he was not a local mercenary hired from
among Israel's pagan neighbors (who were raised from childhood to despise the Jews). He came from the corrupt world of pagan Rome and
encountered the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob with fresh eyes. For
a man of discipline and genuine religious sense, this must have been a
profound experience.
We only know that this upright centurion, while praying one day, was
instructed by an angel to summon a man called Peter who was staying in
Joppa, in order to learn the will of God.
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Cornelius obeyed without hesitation, sending men down the coast to bring
Peter to him. Meanwhile the Lord was teaching Peter, by means of a vision
in which Peter was commanded three times to eat animals prohibited by the
Law, that what God has made clean you must not regard as profane (Acts
10:15). This prepared Peter to respond to the summons of a Gentile and
even enter his house, because God has shown me that I should not call any
person profane or unclean (Acts 10:28). Peter began to teach Cornelius and
his household about Jesus, and the immediate faith of these Gentiles was
such that God poured out the Holy Spirit, in a manner resembling the event
of Pentecost, on Cornelius and his household before they received the Sacrament of Baptism. Seeing the gift of the Spirit given to the Gentiles, Peter
recognized that they too could (and should) be baptized. They had already
been made holy; therefore they had no need to undergo circumcision and
the ritual purifications of the Mosaic Law.
This was a pivotal moment in the early days of the Church. The admission
of the Gentiles, as Gentiles, into the Church immediately through baptism
clarified the whole dynamic of Christianity, freeing it from being thought of
as merely a "fulfilled religion of the people of Israel" so that it could be
preached as good news for the whole world.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Cry baby
A woman took her four-month-old baby to visit her neighbour, but the baby
began to fuss as soon as they arrived. The neighbour’s five-year-old son
asked where the baby had come from. “He was sent down from Heaven,”
the mother replied, above the screams.
The little boy watched the baby crying for a few more minutes, and then
turned to his mother. “I bet I know why he was sent from Heaven. God
wanted some quiet up there!”

God in the Sciences
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Exploring the Big Questions:
scientists and theologians share their
views
It’s important to have debates about science and
Christian faith and to dig into the hot topics,
but we can’t exist solely on a diet of controversy.
I find it helpful, at times, to simply enjoy the wonders revealed by science
and the big questions they raise about meaning and purpose. What’s the
universe for? What do you do with your feelings of awe and wonder?
Where do we get our sense of the value of the living world from? I had the
privilege of meeting a group of Christian scientists and theologians who
shared thoughts about these big questions, and will share some of their
thoughts here.

The Oxford-based theologian Alister McGrath shared that “science is wonderful at asking questions. Some of those questions can be answered, but
very often when you do answer them, they simply open up yet more questions. But of course, there are some more fundamental questions I think
science simply cannot answer…questions like, ‘Why am I here?’”

Rhoda Hawkins, a physicist at Sheffield University, has had a similar experience. “I never cease to be amazed at quite how impressive the world is,
and how impressive the mechanisms are for how things work…It really is
beautiful in many ways, and it leads me to think about God. I’m not saying
that I have any proof, but I’m saying that by looking at the world around
me it tells me more about God and it leads me to worship Him.”
Another scientist who appreciates beauty is Jeff Hardin, who explained
that “studying the wonders of the living world is an exercise in art
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appreciation. For me, God is the creator of everything… so the joy of
discovery is also the joy of appreciating the world that God has
made…and leads me to thank God for the amazing world that we have to
enjoy and to explore.”,I will close with some words from Jeff Schloss,
who – like the others quoted above – finds that Christian faith makes
science more satisfying for him. “Once I became a Christian…I had the
sense that I was studying the marvels of the natural world, which are
marvellous in their own right but become more profoundly engaging and
enticing when one thinks that you’re studying the works of God.” Perhaps
if we can spend more time listening to people like this, our discussions
about science and faith will also be richer and deeper.
Quotes from videos on www.wondersofthelivingworld.org
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and
Christian faith.
*******************************************

How climate change could affect your cup of tea
Now here’s something that will send you straight to your kitchen to put the
kettle on: the Great British cup of tea may not taste quite so good in the
future. It seems that extreme weather and rising temperatures could lead to
inferior leaves in the future, according to Christian Aid. Kenya, the
world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected by erratic rainfall,
floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, Sri Lanka and China, also
major tea producers, face climate change problems as well.Climate change
has been predicted by some as likely to cut production in Kenya’s best
tea-making areas by as much as a quarter by 2050. Even areas of only average growing conditions could see production fall by 39 per cent. As one
tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We cannot predict
seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall is erratic, often
accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer droughts. If this continues,
it will make growing tea much harder.”
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The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for the kind offer of your old
computer, but I do not want it. I know you find it a fundamental basic of
daily life, but I do not, and I intend to keep things that way.
This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted
that all of us clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I
have had several awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t
believe that I really don’t have one, and suspects that I am simply hiding
my email address from him so that he cannot send me the daily diocesan
briefings, weekly questionnaires, and constant notification of all sorts of
meetings and training days. But I remain firm: I have survived in ministry
for nearly 50 years without a computer, and I don’t intend to change now.
When he gets tetchy with me, I take the high moral ground and remind
him that St Paul did not have a computer.
Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged
to get a printer and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus
would attack me. As I have no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone into the vicarage to sort it out, and even worse, I might even
have to pay them. My money can be far more usefully spent on good claret.
Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I
can gather, most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives
either trying to get their machine to do something that it refuses to do, or
else getting help from someone in a remote part of the world who speaks
a jargon only distantly related to English, who assures you that whatever
you did, it would have been better if you hadn’t.
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So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for
something, I will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to
do the job for me, which they do with effortless efficiency, speed and
accuracy.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
*********************************************

How a vicar’s TikTok meant for seven teenagers
reached 1.7 million
What began as an amusing way to keep up with the seven teenagers in
her congregation is now serious outreach for the Revd Anne Beverley of
Christ Church in Wesham, Lancashire.
When the coronavirus pandemic struck, the first lockdown brought with
it a need to stay in touch with the teenagers in her congregation, so Revd
Anne Beverley filmed on the social media platform, TikTok – but she did
not expect what happened next.
In three days, her video on her TikTok account @ChristChurchWesham
was seen not just by the seven local teenagers, but by 1.7 million people
around the world.
“We just sat at home watching the numbers go up every time we refreshed our phones,” said Revd Beverley, “it was ridiculous.”
Today, five or six videos are posted each week, which range from dances
and singing, to short sermons while walking the dog.
The church has more than 66,000 followers and receives around a
thousand comments and questions about God each week.
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Word Cryptogram Puzzle
Famous Bible Verse
The sentence below is encrypted using a secret code. Your job is to
break the code by substituting letters for the symbols. Here are a few
clues: R = a J = e H = i O = o N = u

24 EIOT WJ IOQ QSRQ QSJW TSHKS MNI HI R
MRKJ MNI RLL
XNQ OIJ MJKJHUJQS QSJ VMHCJ DO MNI QSRQ
WJ ARW OXQRHI
25 RIG JUJMW ARI QSRQ DQMHUJQS POM QSJ
ARDQJMW HD
QJAVJMRQJ HI RLL QSHIFD IOT QSJW GO HQ
QO OXQRHI R
KOMMNVQHXLJ KMOTI XNQ TJ RI HIKOMMNVQHXLJ
Solution page

With the Olympics and the idea of running a course in
mind…
There is a way of winning by losing, a way of victory in defeat which we
are going to discover. – Laurens van der Post
Thou, O God, dost sell us all good things at the price of labour. –
Leonardo da Vinci
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July /August Crossword

Across
1 Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mission from Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:8–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon
receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in
solution’ (7)
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Across
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury,
York (13)
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God (Leviticus 21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)

Down
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent (5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5)
6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7)
7 It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4)
8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke
10:41) (5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4)
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July/ August Suduko

Soluion page 32

July /August Wordsearch

Solution page 31
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July / August wordsearch
Doubting Thomas
If you have ever doubted aspects of your Christian faith, St Thomas is the
saint for you. His feast day is on 3rd July.
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was deeply devoted, but also very
honest whenever he got confused. When Jesus spoke of going to his Father (John 14), Thomas was not afraid to ask Him where His Father was.
As for the Resurrection, that really baffled Thomas. He demanded to see
the risen Jesus for himself - and touch the wounds in His hands and feet.
When Jesus appeared, Thomas’ immediate response was one of worship:
“My Lord and my God” (John 20).
Thus, Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have become a reassurance for thousands of us down the centuries who also
sometimes doubt Jesus. In Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of
faith, after meeting the risen, crucified Christ, we can find support for our
own faith in Him.

Thomas Saint Doubt Faith Feast Honest Confused
Father Afraid Where Resurrection Baffled Demanded
Risen See Support Touch Wounds Hands Feet
Response Worship Lord My God
Find out more about Thomas on page 33
***********************************************
Here is a prayer even a non-believer can pray: “O Lord, if there is a Lord,
save my soul, if I have a soul.” – Ernest Renan
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The Bible
In this series we are going to explore THE BIBLE what is the bible is it
true . Is the Bible really the Word of God ,Why should I believe the
Bible? Is the Bible reliable?,Is the Bible true? Is the Bible just
mythology? How do we know the Bible is not just a fairy tale? And we
will look at many more questions about The Bible

This Month
Is the Bible true? Or Just a fairy tale and mythology?
Is the Bible true?
The Bible claims that it is true. It also encourages its readers to examine
their own beliefs and ensure the truth of the teachings to which they ascribe. When we examine the Bible as we would any other text, we can
confidently say the Bible is true.
The Bible claims that it is true. Jesus said He represented an exclusive
truth and is the only way to God (John 18:37; 14:6). Jesus said the Word
of God is true (John 17:17), and both Paul and Peter wrote about the
Word of God finding its source in God (2 Timothy 3:16–17; 2 Peter
1:21). Many texts claim to be true, but the Bible's claim is exclusive and
verifiable.
"The Bible itself asks readers to weigh its claims (1 John 4:1) and to verify its truth. We should ask "Is the Bible true?" In Acts 17:11, Luke commends the Bereans for examining the Scriptures to see if what the
apostles taught was true. We are encouraged to do the same.
So, is the Bible true? In every area where the Bible's claims can be tested,
it has proven accurate. History, archaeology, and philosophy show that
statements made in the Bible are factual and consistent. When you line
up what the Bible says with other sources of information about the same
events, people, and findings, we see it is accurate and true.
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As for logic, people everywhere agree that there is a single truth for any
claim. When we say "It is 35 degrees Fahrenheit outside" it either is or it
is not. It cannot be 35 degrees and 61 degrees at the same time. Logic
applies to the spiritual truths of the Bible as well.
Other religious texts cannot stand the scrutiny of the same level of the Bible. Though they, like the Bible does in 2 Timothy 3:16, claim to be true,
they are not accurate, unique, or wholly true. The Bible supports its
claims.
When a person begins to look at the specific claims of the Bible, it is wise
to carefully delineate between truth and literal statements. For example,
when someone says "It's raining cats and dogs" the statement is true, but
not literal. We understand the use of idioms meant to be interpreted. A
biblical example is John's words in John 1:36: "Behold, the Lamb of
God!" Of course, no one is claiming Jesus is livestock. What is being
communicated is that Jesus is the sacrifice chosen to redeem the world. So
the Bible is true, but not every word in the Bible is literal.

Is just a fairy tale? How can I know?
Many skeptics or atheists accuse the Bible of being no more than a fairy
tale. Is this true? Is the Bible simply a collection of fables without being
rooted in the reality of history?
Certainly not! One wonderful aspect of Christianity is that its claims can
be verified by information found outside of the Bible. For example, a person who has questions regarding the integrity or accuracy of the Bible has
more than 5,000 ancient copies of the Bible to investigate. No other ancient manuscript comes close to having as much material available.
A second line of evidence is found in the early copies of the Bible. Some
of the many copies of ancient biblical manuscripts can be found from
within a century of their original composition. The earliest fragment of
John's Gospel, for example, is dated to about 125, within one generation
of the Gospel's time of writing.
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What about the cities or events of the Bible? Archaeologists have been
able to accurately affirm thousands of the sites, historical references, cities, and other details found in the Bible with amazing accuracy.
Further, a look at the fulfilled prophecies of the Bible offers enormous
evidence to support its claims as a divine book. For example, numerous
prophecies were fulfilled in the coming of Jesus to earth. He was born of
a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), suffered a violent death (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22), was
born in Bethlehem of Judea from the tribe of Judah (Micah 5:2), and was
betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12-13). These are just a
few of many predictions written hundreds of years before the birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem.
Finally, the influence of the Bible helps to reveal that it is much more
than a fairy tale. The Bible has led to the growth of the world's largest
religion, and to the establishment of hospitals, orphanages, schools, universities, and the largest relief organizations in human history. It is a
book that has changed individual lives, families, and societies unlike any
other. The Bible is the world's most translated and best-selling book,
reaching more people in more places than any other literary work. Why?
Not because it is a fairy tale, but because its very words are inspired by
God. Second Timothy 3:16-17 shares, "All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work."

Or just mythology? How can I know?
There are many reasons we can know the Bible is more than mythology.
First and foremost, many of the historical events recorded in the Bible
are also documented elsewhere in history. This alone shows the Bible is
based on historical events unlike the stories found in mythology.
Second, the Bible has stood the test of time and criticism. The Jewish
people have faithfully copied the Old Testament manuscripts since the
time of its original composition. The New Testament documents include
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nearly 6,000 manuscripts and fragments in Greek, some dated within less
than a century of the original compositions. No other historical writing
compares in both the quantity and quality of manuscripts available to
compare for reliability in research.
Third, the Bible has been confirmed through many archaeological findings. Some sources note as many as 25,000 archaeological discoveries
that affirm facts from the Bible! From ancient Jerusalem to accurate accounts of the Egyptian Pharaohs to the ancient records of Persia, Greece,
and Rome, the Bible connects with an amazing array of discoveries
across the Mediterranean world. The Bible is not mythology.
Fourth, the Bible was written as history. The Gospel writer Luke, for example, notes his writing was "an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us . . . just as they were handed down to us by those who
from the first were eyewitnesses." Luke claims that he had "carefully investigated everything from the beginning" and so wrote "an orderly account . . . so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been
taught" (Luke 1:1-4 NIV). Paul wrote of the many who had seen Jesus
alive, claiming most of the eyewitnesses were still alive several years
later when he wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 15:1-8). The Bible
is historically based, not mythology.
Fifth, the Bible includes hundreds of prophecies that have already been
fulfilled in history. The fulfillment of prophecies was so frequent and so
accurate that the early Christians used the Old Testament writings to
prove Jesus was the Christ when speaking to the Jews. For example,
Apollos "powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus" (Acts 18:28).
Unlike mythology, the Bible claims to communicate real, historical
events and can be verified through additional historical sources. In addition, its supernatural nature can be shown through its accurate
fulfillments of prophecy, especially in the life of Jesus (Isaiah 53) that
point toward a historically accurate book of a divine nature that has
changed lives for 2,000 years. The Bible is not myth
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What Is Appropriate To Wear In Church? (2 Reasons
It Doesn't Matter And 3 Guideline
By Karl Vaters

Is this still a thing? People aren’t still arguing about what we wear to
church, are they? Yes. Despite the much more relaxed approach most
people have, the debate about appropriate church attire still rages in
some circles. So I’m going to weigh in on it.
First, let’s frame the debate at hand.
There are some people who feel that what you wear in church is a nonissue. Throw something on. Show up. Worship and serve. As long as
your heart is right, what you wear doesn’t matter.
There are others who feel that what we wear in church should be different than what we wear for other events – or at least from what we wear
on our day off. I don’t know anyone who would chide a newcomer or
poor person for not wearing a suit or a dress, but there are those who
think that regular church attendees should wear their Sunday Best. And
ministers especially, should dress well.
“God deserves our best”, they say. Or “there’s a dress code when you
meet the president or a king.”
What Is Best For Church?
I fall into the “wear what you want” camp. If a suit and tie feels
respectful to you, do so. If casual clothes help you feel less selfconscious, go for it. If a suit and tie feels respectful to you, do so. If casual
clothes help you feel less self-conscious, go for it.
Here are two reasons why I don’t think it matters what we wear in
church, followed by three biblical rules for appropriate clothing, not just
in church, but anywhere.
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This argument falls apart on so many levels that it could be its own blog
post, but for now I’ll just say this.There are no universal or biblical standards for what is “best” when it comes to clothing. Is “best” based on the
cost of the clothes, the formality of them, or what is culturally perceived as
church attire?
If it’s based on the cost, I’ve seen a lot of people wearing ripped jeans, a
t-shirt and shoes with no socks that costs more than the preacher’s suit.
If “best” is based on the formality of the clothes, then shouldn’t we be
wearing tuxedos and evening gowns to church? The more formal, the better, right?
But if it’s about what’s culturally perceived as church attire (which would
be the main argument), perceptions vary widely from culture to culture and
from person to person, so wear what works for you.
Second, I’ve always found the “there’s a dress code when you meet the
president or a king” argument to be very odd.
Sure, there’s a dress code for meeting a king – unless you’re the king’s
kid, of course. Which we are.
Sure, there’s a dress code for meeting a king – unless you’re the king’s
kid, of course. Which we are.
So much of this is based on a faulty theology of what church is to begin
with. As I’ve written previously, we don’t go to church to meet with king
Jesus. Christ is with us everywhere.
If I have to wear appropriate clothes to worship Jesus, then I’d better not
sing worship songs or practice for an upcoming sermon while I’m
showering. And plumbers had better not pray while they’re wearing coveralls, crawling under a house through mud.
The argument that we need to dress up to worship is based on some
seriously flawed theology about what constitutes worship and the purpose
of gathering as the church.
Are There Any Guidelines For Clothing?
Finally, there are some rules for how Christians should dress. And they are
a matter of the heart far more than the clothes themselves. As believers, we
should not dress immodestly, pridefully or rebelliously.

July /August word search solution
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Word Cryptogram Puzzle
1 Corinthians 9:24-25

King James Version

Solution
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.
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ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam. 12,
Ophrah. 14, Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks. 23,
magine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.
DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Despair. 7,
Rust. 8, The mob. 13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal. 18, Upset. 20,
Alike. 21, Elim.

33
St Thomas the Apostle Day 3rd July
Thomas is a late bloomer. A commercial fisherman, he grew up around
the Sea of Galilee. Jesus comes to Capernaum, calls him, and he
follows. For three years Thomas follows.

Thomas's Pessimism and Courage
But Thomas is a pessimist. Some people rejoice to see a glass half full,
but Thomas sees it half empty. Oh, he's full courage, but also possesses
a streak of fatalism. Once, when Jesus and his disciples hear about their
friend Lazarus's death near Jerusalem, the center of Jesus' opposition,
Thomas comments darkly, "Yes, let's go there that we might die with
him." His words are almost prophetic.
Soon, his world falls apart. Thomas sees his Master arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane and he flees for his life. On Good Friday he
watches at a distance as they spike his Friend to a cross on the Roman
killing grounds of Golgotha. As Jesus' life drains away, so does
Thomas's hope.

Shock and Disbelief
On Saturday he is in shock. On Sunday he is so disillusioned that he
doesn't gather with his fellow disciples for an evening meal. Thomas is
dazed, hurt, bitter — and lashing out. Monday morning, the disciples go
looking for Thomas and tell him what has happened in his absence.
"Thomas, we were in that upper room where we'd been meeting. We
lock the doors for protection. Yet, all of a sudden, Jesus appears. 'Peace,
Shalom,' he says. Then he shows us his hands. There are jagged holes
where the nails had been. He pulls back his tunic and shows us where
the spear penetrated his chest. But he isn't weak or sick or dying. He is
alive, raised from the dead!"
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Afraid to Believe
"I don't believe it," barks Thomas. "I don't believe a word of it. You're
seeing what you want to see. Jesus is dead. I saw him die, and part of me
died with him. But he's dead, and the sooner you accept that fact, the
better off you'll be. Give it up
Peter pleads with him. "Thomas, I saw him myself, I tell you, and he was
as real as you are!"
Thomas is cold, with an edge in his voice that cuts like ice. "Unless I see
the nail marks in his hands and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."
But Thomas's anger cools, and by the next Sunday evening he is eating
with his fellow disciples in the same locked room. Suddenly, Jesus stands
among them once again and speaks — "Shalom, peace be with you."
All the blood drains from Thomas' face. Jesus turns to him and speaks
plainly, without any hint of rancor or sarcasm, "Put your finger here, see
my hands." Jesus holds out his scarred hands for him to examine. Thomas
recoils. Not out of fear, really, but from a mixture of amazement and
revulsion.
Jesus begins to open his outer garment and says, "Reach out your hand
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."

My Lord and My God
Thomas is weeping now and then begins to sob out loud. Jesus reaches
out and puts a hand on his shoulder. Then Thomas slips to his knees and
says in awe, "My Lord and my God!"
Thomas, "Doubting Thomas," as he is sometimes called, is the first disciple to put into words the truth that Jesus is both Lord and God. "Doubting
Thomas" utters the greatest confession of faith recorded anywhere in the
Bible.
Jesus replies, "Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed."
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Preacher in the East
What happens to him? Doubting Thomas does not stay a doubter. When
he sees the risen Jesus, all that Jesus has taught over the years now clicks
in, and to his death Thomas is an outspoken advocate for his Lord.
Church tradition tells us that he preaches in ancient Babylon, near the
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, where Iraq is today. He travels to Persia,
present-day Iran, and continues to win disciples to the Christian faith.
Then he sails south to Malabar on the west coast of India in 52 AD. He
preaches, establishes churches, and wins to Christ high caste Brahmins, as
well as others. When the Portuguese land in India in the early 1600s, they
find a group of Christians there — the Mar Thoma Church established
through Thomas' preaching a millennium and a half before.
Finally, Thomas travels to the east coast of India, preaching relentlessly.
He is killed near Mylapore about 72 AD, near present-day Madras.
Tradition tells us that he is thrown into a pit, then pierced through with a
spear thrown by a Brahmin.
He who had so fervently proclaimed his unbelief carried the Christian
message of love and forgiveness to the ends of the earth in his generation
The Doubter Speaks Today
Thomas would speak to doubters today, to those of us who have seen our
hopes and dreams destroyed. Doubting Thomas would tell his story of
how Jesus' life had intercepted his own. He would tell us of his fears and
his doubts. And then, with a radiant, joyful face, St. Thomas, Apostle to
India, would recount his joy at seeing and knowing the risen Jesus
himself. "My Lord and my God!" he would say. "My Lord and my God!"
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Plants in the Bible
Over the next few month we will be looking at various plants
mentioned in the bible

In scripture plants often serve as illustrations for spiritual teaching. Plants
depend on water, sun and food, just like man. They need all three. Plants
and man thrive under a Master Gardener. Hosea compares plant growth to
spiritual growth. Hosea 14:5-7, compares the walk of obedience to;
-the glory of a lily,
-the fragrance of the cedars of Lebanon,
-the beauty of an olive tree, and
-the fruit-bearing of a grape vine.
Moses chose cherished plant products to describe the abundance that
existed in the promised land of Canaan. He described it as a “land of wheat
and barley (late and early grain crops), vines, figs, pomegranates and olives.” Deuteronomy 8:7-8
The gift of water is used throughout the Bible to demonstrate God’s pleasure or displeasure with His people. Withered plants that lack adequate water illustrate the result of wayward behaviour. James 1:11 says “For the sun
rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off,
and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the
midst of his pursuits will fade away.” The rich man in this verse is walking
in the flesh, not in the spirit and will of God.
In Isaiah 40:6-7 our mortality is compared to grass. “All flesh is grass, and
all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower
fades.”
In Matthew 15:13, Jesus warns that “every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up.” In Matthew 13: 24 Jesus had earlier
taught that “tares” are sown among the wheat by an enemy of God. They
look like wheat, but are really weeds
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Acacia (Huisache) Exodus 37:1
In Hebrew it is known as the Shittah Tree, and its wood is called shittim.
This gnarly tree, one of the few which grows in the Sinai desert, also
provided hard brown wood for the furniture of the Tabernacle. Acacias
grow by the wadis (dry creek beds) and require a warm climate. They are
flat topped, sport thorns larger than their leaves, and have yellow flowers
followed by hard brown seed pods. The gum of this tree had value as an
insect repellant. It is one of the trees Isaiah (Isaiah 41:19) says God will
plant after He has provided rivers, springs and pools of water for His
thirsty people in the wilderness. It will cause them to testify of His
faithfulness.
Allium (Garlic) Numbers 11:5
Onions, leaks, and garlic are all from the same family of plants. They
were used by the Egyptians to make food savory. When the Israelites
wandered in the Sinai desert they bemoaned the loss of these food
enhancers and complained about their life nourishing manna. The garlic
plant produces a bulb or head with separate cloves.
Aloe (Aloe Vera) John 19:39
The combination of myrrh and aloe juice with water was the recipe for
embalming. The Aloe plant leaves are succulent multi toothed and pointed. In early spring it produces spikes of yellow flowers. Even today, the
juice of its leaves is used for burns and to heal skin lesions.
Anemone Song of Solomon 2:12
One of the earliest spring flowers in the Holy Land is the brightly
coloured Anemone or poppy. Although only about a foot tall, its strong
red, blue or purple blossoms make it a joyful harbinger of spring. They
don’t like wet feet nor do they tolerate freezing.
Anise (correctly translated Dill) Matthew 23:23
Anise seeds were a required tithe to the Levites, who were not given land
to raise crops or animals. Levites were to be supported with tithes from
the other tribes. Anise is an aromatic annual used in cooking and
pickling. Medicinally it was used to relieve colic or gas.
*******************************************
Once asked how many people worked in Lambeth Palace the
Arch Bishop replied, ‘Oh, about half.”

38

Quick summer recipe
Sausage and Cheese Lasagna
Lasagna in one skillet, amazing!

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

1 tbsp. olive oil
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage ,
casings removed
2 cloves garlic, chopped
2 c. chicken stock
2 c. marinara sauce
1 (14.5-ounce) can diced
tomatoes, drained
8 oz. lasagna noodles, broken
into large pieces
2/3 c. fresh basil, roughly
chopped, plus more for garnish
1/3 c. ricotta
4 oz. mozzarella, coarsely grated
(about 1 cup)

Preheat broiler. Heat oil in a 12-inch
cast-iron skillet over medium heat.
Add sausage and cook, breaking it
up with a spoon, until beginning to
brown, 4 to 6 minutes. Add garlic
and cook, stirring, until fragrant, 1
minute.

Add chicken stock, marinara, and
tomatoes. Nestle pasta pieces in
broth mixture, and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer, covered, 4
minutes. Uncover and continue simmering, stirring occasionally, until
pasta is tender, 10 to 12 minutes.
Remove from heat and fold in basil. Top with ricotta, mozzarella, and
Parmesan. Broil until golden brown, 2 to 3 minutes.
This will serve 6 and take about 40 mins
******************************************
If they squeeze olives to get olive oil, how do they get baby oil?
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took
Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied: “They couldn’t get
a baby-sitter.”
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